* & 


DISCOURSE 


CONCERNING 


Conlcience; 


WHEREIN 


ture,” and-*Rule,” and Obligation; of it; 


|The Cafe of thoſe who Separate from' the 
| Communion of the Church of England as| 


by Law Eſtabliſhed; upon this Fretence, 
thar it is Againſt their Conſcience to joyn 
in 1t, 18 ſtated and d:ſcufled. 


E-O'NDON, 


Printed for Fincham Gardiner at the VI bite-Fforje 
| in Ludgate-Street. 1684. 


yY TFT 


v » « . 


-_ 


An Account is given of the Na- 


© 


[FER Ka. th. ac ad dakeedttermadbocates <-> _— 


—— OSS RG OH MB RO 


Ae im eos er Eo wo 


* _— 


7 


EFEN > C'' 


A LJ 

- "uf 
S ' 

* 
_—_—— 


OI LI OO CN GIEAL eo I GOGGLE I Ie 
* ” 
G'S» 006 + 
_ —— +  ——  —— \ — —— _—_— TT 


- 
— ——  - Aeon NV oe eo 


. 


Fg 
» 


—— 


DISCOURSE 
©: ub. 41 0,5.5 = SS 1 I 
CONSCIENCE: 
With Reſpect to thoſe that Se- 
_ -» parate fromthe Communion of 
 theChyrch of England upon the 


Pretence of it, &r. 

W—oHere js nothing more in'our Mouths thart Con- 
" WM. © ſcience ; and yet there are few things we have 
7 generally taken leſs Pains to underitand. We 
fit down too often'with this, that it is ſome- 
_ within us, 'we do not know what, which weare 
to Obey in all that it Suggeſts to ns; and we trouble 
our Dy RP further abour it. a ak ate " : .: 
- By which means, it frequently comes to paſs ; that 

though we have -efpouſed- rery” thallaot ? "ih or 
happen to be ingaged in'very Sinful PraQtices;' yet be- 
lieving, and Acting, 'as we fay, according to our. Cone 
ſcience ; we 'do'nor only: think * our” iefves 'perfedly 
Right and Safe, while we-continue in this State ; but 
are Effectually Arined againſt all ſorts of Arguments , 
andEndeavours that can be uſed for the. bringing usto a 


[| 
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| This'ts too Viſible"'in many” Cafes; but in none 
more than in the Caſe of thoſe that at this Day Scpa- 
975 B : Like. 
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rate from the Communion of . the Church as-it 1s Eſtabliſh- 
ed among us. Though the Laws of the Land both 
Ecclefraſtigal, $1 — em-to joyn jn,our 
Copmmungdn ; - many Arguments ad ofter'd to 
convince them, not only. that they Lawfully may , 
but that they are bound to do it :. though they them- 
ſelves are ſenſible, that many-fold, and grievous mis- 
chiefs, and,danggrs,” dg enſue PR gach oh, Come 
monipn, apd Made ajurgl Div of bach jo.the 
Chriſtian Religion in. _ _ - 45+ cnt  Re- 
ligion 1n particular, yet if, to all  thefe things, 'a Man 
cn Nel itt He 18 fSarifed in-his Conſcience that he 

þ well 40 veinbag his Qbadience'to the:T-ags;; or 
hat he is Tot ſatisfied in: his Conſcience. that be ought to 


joyn-with -bg *+npon fuch Terms.a6\are Tequired; this 
ſingle pretence {hall be often thought a. ſuthcient  An- 
fwer, both to Laws, and Arguments. 

_ A ſtragge thing this is.;, that : Conſcience, - whigh 4- 


mong. orker. ends, was. given to Mankind for a Pegſer- 

vative,. afd_ Security, of the Publick Peace; fog;the 

more Effettually Obliging Men to Unity; and Obedi- 
ſhould 


ence to Laws; yet often be a means of ſetting 
them. at diſtance, and prove a, Shelter for Duſobedience, - 
and Diſorder : That God ſhould Cammand us to -Q« 
bey our.Goyernours in all Lawful things for Conſcience 
fake, and yet that we ſhozld Diſobey theman Lawiul 
things . for Conſcience fake,too.. 

* It. is the Deſign. of this Diſcourſe-to examine-.what 
there.is in this Plea, that is ſo. often made .by our. Dif- 
ſenters for theix. not,..complying with the Laws, viz. 
That it is againſt their Yr ch, to. do ; and. to ſhew 
in what Caſes. this Plea is juſtly made, and-in- what 
Caſes. not ; and where it is Juſtly made, how.far it 
will Juſtify any, Mans. Separation,: and haw farit will 
not. And all. this in order to the poſſeſſing thoſe who 


arc 
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are! concerned; with: a Senſe of the'great Neceſſity that 
lyes upon them, of uſing rheir-mw1t ferionstndedvonrs 
to inform- their Conſcience 'arighrinitheſe 'thatters, e- 
fore they preſume to think they ean Separate'from1 

with a good Conſcience, which isall we defire of ther; 
for it is not our buſineſs: to perſwade any Man't6 con- 
form againſt his Conſcience ; 'but' to' convince' every 


Man how Dangerous it may be tv follow" 4 mifinforned 
Canſeience, . 9bt 10 904} SJ Bin! 
But before I enter upon this difquifition, it will be 
neceſſary in the firſt Place, to prepare my way by lay- 
ing down the Grounds, and Principles, I mean to/pro- 
ceed upon.. . And here that 1 may itake in ull things ,, 
that are needful to be known before-hand, about this 
matter, I ſhalltreat diſtintly of ' theſe Five Heads. 
x Of the Natare of Conſcience: OV 
2 Of: the Rule of / Conſcience. ' Andunder that, 
3 Of the Power of Humane Laws-to'OMige*the Con- 
4 And particularly in #he inſtance of Church Comm» 
HON. & OE LILE. 4 | | 
.,, 5 Of. the Authority of Conſcience 3. Or how far a May 
is Obliged tobe guitted by bis Conſctence:imbis Aftions. - 
-- T, And. firſt, as for:the;. Nature: of :Oofiſcience, the 
trueſt way to find out that will be, not ſo much to en- 
quire into the Signification of the'word Conſcience or 
the ſeveral Scholaftical Definitions. of '3t ;"1as to confider 
what every Man doth-really. mean by'that word when 
he-has docafion to make uſe of it;; for-if! it Ade'#þpear 
that all Met do agree in their Notions; 'and”Sepfe, a- 
bout this matter ; That without doubt, which they 
all thus agree in, is the true Notion, -and'Sefife of Con- 
ſcience. [ 537 *5'*1 2.0-03 Bu __—_ 
Now as to this, we may obſerve in the firſt Place, 
that-a Man never: ſpeaks of his Conſczence, but with 
B 2 reſpect 
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reſpett to- his own Adions, or to. ſomething that hath 
the Nature. of an Aftion:. which is done: or omitted 
by him, ;.,or-js to be' done. or omitted, Matters of 
meer. Knowledg, - and Speculation, we donot concern 
our Conſcience with ; as neither with thoſe things in 
which weare- purely Paſſve ;; as neither with Aicns , 
if they be not our own. Wedo not for inſtance, make it 
'2 Point of Conſcience one .way or other, whether a 
thing be true or falſe ; or whether this or the other 
Accident that befals.us, be proſperous-or unfortunate ; 
or whether another Man hath done good or bad Actions, 
in which- we are: no way concerned. Theſe kind: of 
things may deed prove 'matters of great Satisfaction 
or Diſquiet 3,.ofi Joy or Grief to .us: But we do not 
take our Conſcience to be affeted with them. That 
word never comes in, but with reſpe&.to ſomething 
willingly, done or left undone by us ; 'or which we may 
do or may.'forbear. - vo "$07 IC. 
Secondly, we may obſerve that in Common Speech, - 
we do not neither uſe this word Conſcience about our 
Actions, but only, ſo far as thoſe Aftions fall under 
a- Moral" conſideration ; that+ is, as they have the 
Nature of Duties or. Sins, or as. they are Lawful or V#- 
Jawful. Always when we ſpeak of Conſcience' in our 
Actions, we have reſpe& to ſome Law: or © Rule, by 
which thoſe Aftions. are to be dire&ted, and governd , 
and,,by their , agrecableneſs or- diſagreeableneſs with . 
which they become morally 'Good or Evil. © 
Thirdly, thisbeipg oi; the only thing remaining to 
be enquired into for the finding out what Conſcience is, 
is, 'What- can be reaſonably thought to be our Senſe , 
and meaning, when we-uſe the. word Conſcience, with 
ſuch Application to our. A7ons as we have now faid. 
Now for that-I defire it may be conſidered ; that when 
we talk of our Adtons as-we - concern. our. Conſcience 
in 
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in them, they can but fall under theſe two Heads of 


DiſtinRion, that is. to ſay, in the firſt place, we either 
conſider our A&ions as already done or omitted : or we 
conſider them as yet not doye,but as we are deliberating, a= 
bout them. And then Secondly, whether we conſider. 
them as done or not done ; as paſt, or future ;,.yet we 
Rank them under one of theſe three Notions. 

We either look upon them as. Commanded by Ged , 
and fo to be Duties; or as forbidden by God, and ſo to 
be Sins ; or as neither Commanded nor forbidden, and fo 
to be indifferent Aﬀtions. ( With thele laſt Actions in- 
deed Conſcience is not properly or direftly concerned, 
but only by accident, to wit, as thoſe indifferent Adtions 
do.. approach to the Nature of Duties or. Sins : ) Our, 
Actions, I fay, do not touch our. Conſcience, but as 
they fall under ſome of theſe Heads. 

Now in all theſe Reſpefts. we have indeed different 
ways of bringing in Conſcience but yet as it will ap- 
pear, we mean the ſame thing by it in them all. Firſt 
of all when we are conſidering an Action as yet - not 
done; if, we look.upon it as Commanded by God; , we 
ſay we are. hound in Conſcience to do. it ;. if we look up- 
_ on it asa Sinful Action, we fay it is agaiaft. our Conſci- 
exce to do it; if we. look. upon 1t. as an indifferent 
thing, we-ſay we may do it - or: not do 1t with a Safe 
Conſcience. Now I pray, what.do we-mean by theſe. ex» 
preſſions ? I deſire. that every-one would conſult his 
own Mind, and deny if he can, that this is the Senſe 
of his words. Tf he faith he is Sound. in Conſcience to 
do this or the other thing, whether he doth not -mean 
this ? that he verily. thinks it is his Duty to do that 
Ation. If he.faith that it- is\again/t his Conſcience to 
do ſuch an Attion:;. whether he, means any more than 
this 2 that he is perſwaded in his Judgment that to-do 
- ſuchan Aion 15,an Offence againſt God. It he __ 

| | tha 
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- that he-can do it with a Safe Conſcience whether he hath 
any other meaning than this > rhat' to the beſt of bis 
Knowledp, - and Judgment, the Achon may be done |, 
without Tranſgreſſing ahy Law of God. This is now / 
undeniably ; the Senſe that every Man in the World 
hath, when he' makes mention of Conſcience as to 
Aftions that are not yet done, but only pro- 
poſed to his Conſideration. So that taking Conſcience 
as it reſpe&s our Aions to be done or omitted, and as 
it is to Govern, 'and Condudt them ( in which Senſe 
_ .we call Conſcience a Guide or a Monitor, and fomne- 
times, though very improperly, a Ru/e of our Actions) 
it can be nothing elſein the Senſe of all Men that uſe 
that word, but a Mans Judgment concerning thegood- 
neſs or badneſs ; the  Lawftulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of 
Actions in order to the Condutt of his own Life. - + 
But Secondly if we ſpeak of our Actions that are 
done and paſt, and conſider Conſcience with -Refetence 
to them ; here indeed we do a little vary the _— 
fion about Conſcience, but the Notion of it is\ the 
fame we have now given. As for inſtance, when\we 
talk of Peace of Conſcience, or Trouble of Conſcience , 
with Reference to ſome Action we have done or omit- 
ted ; when welay My Conſcience bears me Witneſs, that 
I have Atted rightly, and honeſtly in this Aﬀair ; or my 
Conſcience acquits me from blame, as to this or the 
other Action , or I am troubled in Conſcience for do- 
ing what I have done :'Tf we turn theſe Phraſes into 
other words, we ſhall find that thereis nothing more 
at the bottom of them thanthis ; that refleting upon 
our own Attions, we find that in this or the other in- 
ſtance, we have either Adted or omitted, as we are 
convinced in our [Judgment we ought to do ; and the 
remembrance ' of this is Yome Pleaſure, and Satis- 
faction to us : or we have done or forborn ſomething 
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contrary to what we take to be our Duty ';; and the 
remembrance of this - aflets us with grief ang trouble. 
But ſtill,  1n; þoth theſe inſtanees of: Expreſſion, that 
which, we mean! þy Conſcience is the ſame thing, as 
in the former Caſes, viz. [+ is our FTudgment and Fer- 
 ſwaſron concerning what we ought to do, or ought not to do, 
or Lawfully may do; only here we add to it this Conſi- 
deration, that the AQtion which we. are perſwaded to 
be good, - or bad, or indifferent, -is now done or omitted 
by. us,. and we do remember ir. In; the Former Caſe, 
Conſcience was conſideſed as the Guide of our Actions. 
In the fatter Caſe it is con{jdered as: the Witneſs, of our 
Actiqns. . But in. both Caſes, Conſcience is the Judge, 
2nd iconſequently. in both Caſes:the Notion of it is the-- 
fame, only with this difference, *that in the former it 
was a Mans mind, making a Judgment what he ought 
to do or not ta do; in the latter it is a Mans mind 
reflecting upon what . he hath -done or got; done, and 


Judging whether lie | be Innocent. or Culpable- in the 


matter he reflects upon. 

I do-not know-how to. give a clearer account of the 
Nature of. Canſejence in general than this 1 have now 
given. "This I believe is the Natural Notion that all 
Men have of it, and there is no Expreſſion in Scripture 
about it but what-doth confirmthis Notion. © If indeed- 
we put. Epithites- to Conſcience; and talk of. a Good 
Conſcience or an Evil Conſcience; A Tender Conſcience 
or a Seared: Conſcience- or the- likes; Then it includes. © 
more,:'both-in Scripture, and in Common Language, 
than 4 liave now mentioned. | But-to give an-account 
of: thoſe things I am not now concerned, as being with- 
out the Limits of our preſent enquiry. 

. I. And now we are ſiufficiently-prepared for our. Se- 
cond general Point which 1s touching rhe Rule of Con- 
* ſcience ; 
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ſeience; if indeed * after what we have already faid 
it be not ſuperfluous ts inſiſt wpon that. = '- - 

(It appears plainly'by'what'T have repreſefted, that 
Conſcience muſt always bave a'Rele'which it is to fo 
low; and” by which it is to -be Goverin'd.. For ſince - 
Conſcience- is nothing elſe but a Mans Judgment con- 
cerning” Attiors, as good, or bad, er Indifferent ; it is cer- 
tain that a Man muſt have ſome mcaſures'to proceed 
by- in order to the framing ſuch u' Judgment- about 
AQions'; that is to fay, there muſt be ſomerhing; di- 
ſtin& from the Man himſelf that :makes: Actions to be 
good, or bad, or inidiflerent-; and from which, by ap- 
plying particalar "AQtions to it, 'or-comparing* them 
with it;;a Man may be'able to Judge whether they be'of 
"the one ſort or the other. Now this; whatever' it be, is 
that which we call the Rule of Conſcience;- and ſa much 
it is'its Rule; that Conſcience can be no farther a ſafe 


guitle than as it follows that Rule. ** ' / * oh 
If 'now it be asked what vhis Rule of Conſcience is; 

or what that is which makes a diflerence between ARi- 
ons, as to the Moral goodneſs or badneſs of them ; the 
Anſwer toit is Obvious to every Body : That it can 
be nothing elſe but 'the Law of God. For nothing can 
bez Duty but what Gods Law hath' made fo ;- and no- 

| thing can be a Si but what Gods Law hath forbidden 
( the very Notion of Sin being, that it is a Tranſgreſ- 
fior of the Law; ) and laſtly we call a thing 'Zawfu/ 

.. or- Jadiffere#tnipon” this'very account, that there is no 
_ of God' either Commanding 'or Forbidding it ; 
d where there 'is'n6 Law, there is no Tranſgreffion. 

So that undeniably the great, nay I ſay, the only Rule 
by which Conſcience is to'be Governed is the Law of 
God, confidered © either. as *it Commands Attions, or For. 
bids them, 'or' as_it neither Commands them nor Forbids 


them. . 
6 _— But 


Thy 8 -_ 


. Brig in order te the giving: a may diſtiq& account , 
of this Rule of : Conſcience, this needful_to be 
enquired 'intÞ,, viz.\1; In; —_ ook E we paks, ar. what 
we mean by the Egw - of. Grds, When, we ſay at 1s the 
Rule of Conſcience; 

Now. to: this our Ankyee. is, That by the Law of 
God, we-here; underſtand Gods; Will, SLIP. op re 
ment of | Mets Aitions, ap what, way 1c DeNgr,f all 

Now 'the will of- God: is, delarad GEE ARE two ways 
bicher by Nature, or by Revelation; fo ny the] ſt, bE 

adequate Rule of [Conſcience is mage wp £ 0 pairs 
the Law! af) gl and;! Gods Revealed Lqu. | © 

By | the £2 jof: N; ature, WE ins thoſe Prine cjts & 

Good and: Ev, Juſt and Unyuſt, which Go 

Stamp'd upon the Mipds of all Men, in the very Ea 

ſtirution/ of - their Natures. There #re ſome thyngs E- 

ternally good:in hemfclyes ; Such as to Worfhip ; 6d, 

co Honour our Parents, to ſtand to our Covenatits', L. 

Live Peaceably'' in the Government, fron ” 

we receive Protection; and the contrary to rheſs wil 

be Eternally Exil.z. ths Heads of, all Mapa thing gs thus 

good in themſelves,, are Writ ſo | PIR and RN) > 

mthe-Minds of Mankind,: that.” ” 4s! "no'VE 0 

is come to.the-uſe of his Reaſon, but muſt of "nbbefty 

be convinced, 'that to/PraRtice theſe NB will alway 
be his Dury, and.nat-te Pradti , Will always be 

Evil; andy: Sint ed MAES Cady and\Principles ? 
put: together, 19 4hat we Fall be Los of Nathre, avid 

Ni is all theRyle of rs li that Mankind had, 

before .Gad: was pleaſed to diſcover this Will by more 

particular .- Revelqt ion; And : this .is that Law, 
ory d he: Apo ſpeaks of when. he faith rhat the 

GentWes, dint the Law of Moſes | ;yet had a La 

written int their Hearts ; by. their Acting according 3 

whi 


('r | TY 
which, br contrary to which their Conſtience did Leay 
Witne /5 tothem anddideither Accaſe them;or Bxcaſe: them, 


'But ther Secondly 2 tous" Chriſtians ,. God [to this 


Zido 'of "Natur? Vath* H peradded a Revealed Law, which 

15 contained in the Books of Holy Scriptures; Which 

Revealed Law yet, is not wholly-of a:different- kind 
rom the the former,: nor d6th it at.all void: the Obli 

Bucbf) chhs/; G64 hathiin his Revea 7s yn 

Why an PN of, ſi I w of 'Natare, { [mate-cer: 

fore 5” _ bog: mir 


of 1 dy Wor ends Oblic dap: us; -in-point of: —_ 
to. more. and BD Tl: of x Sean than Nature. 
did firitly Oblige usto 5 And Laſtly, *He-hath addeq 
ſome Poſitive ] +5 -for us to obſerve1which) were not 
at all contained i in the Taw of Nature; as for inflanca, 
ro believe in Jeſus. Chript,. ih order 5to :Salvation;! to 
make all our Applications to God, :in the Name of that © 
Mediatour. C briſt Feſas'; - to Efiter into aC liriftiaw Socies 
EN by Baptiſm , [and to. Exerciſe Communion. with that 
partaking © of the Lords. Supper. i'1 11 | 
wr ea is that Law. which we! Chnyſtians: are-Obli; 
ged to, as, well as to the Law. of our: Natures, and 
which as it is a Summary of all'theLaws-of Nature,ſo 
indeed is:it; a Su -of al} our Duty: Sothat if a; 
ny. Man: will calt if great, '6r-only. Rulejrof Chri- 
ſtian Conſcience ," , T ſhall 'not much'! oppoſe. him,: 7 Pr0- 
vided that this be always Remembred,' that, | - *; ; 
the Third Place, when we fay that the Natural 
and. Revealed Law of God, is the- juſt Rave, - by-whuch 


' we are to Govern'our'Conſciehes, or when we fay that 


the Law of God, as Revealed, and” contained-1in the 
Bible, is to us Chriſtians, the juſt Rule. We-are fo 


to 
__ 


(a1) , 


to. underftand: this Propoſition as to take into[it,.'not 
uy. ul that is direCtly, and expreſly Commanded, or' 


either of thoſe Laws: Butralſo-all that: | 


by * Gin ie ection of Right 'Reaſon'in Applying Ge-: 
nerals to Partietdats,or comparing one'thing with ano- 
therdothappear to be Cot d or Forbiddenby them. . 
So that by 4 Law' of Nature ,- as it is2 Rule of 
eat, and ma not only to-underſtand: the 'prime 
H fieral\DiGates 'of- ir, \(\whichare. 
but” few" but allo-all the neceſary- Degudtioas.:from: 
thoſe © Heads. * rd by the Law of ' Scripture”, 25 it; is 
the Rule 6f Confeien once, are not 6nly tounderſtand: 
the expreſs - Cotivm ©and> Prohibitions;'i we:meer: 
with there. 'in' ths"lectey: of the Texr p bit all the things 
likewiſe, that by unavoidable Conſequence. dofotlow: . 
from thoſe Commands; 'or:Protubitions::- In a word, 
whenwe are deliberating with. our: ſelves, concerning 
the goodneſs; or badnefs* ;'the Lawfulneſs,. or Unlaw-. 
fulnefs of this) or-the'other: particular Action : Were 
. not\.6nly-to Took t uponthe/letter . of: the:Law;but to 
attend further to what thac Iaw'may:be nar by a 
Rational Man” to xontain/in'it7'- And if we be con- 
vinced, that the Aion weare:deliberating.-aboiit, is 
Commanded;' or Forbidden, by dire& roy 'or: » 
Parity of Reaſon”; We! oupht- .t6:lookon 
or 'a-Sin, 'though - it'-be not--exprefly* kat 5a 'Or 
Forbidden , by the Law, in the letrersof-jt.-! Andi-if 
nejther by ' the lereertof: the Law 3 norbyConſs 
fronvit;* het 'by*Parity- of Reaſon ptheia x" ar 
» « ther to be:Cornifiahled,op: Forbidden':Tn that 
_ Caſe, We are to-look upon it, as airindifferent Action ; 
which Ke Nee a afafe s/n or, 
to expreſthe oreprope Y,we are tolook upon it 
#ke AG ile our'Coucienc ismorſo much con 
Fetnied a5 Giir Praideice:”) IB, 320EF "1s 
IEA TO W203 BU ; THE. Hav- 
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HI. Hovidg | thus $72 06 geegunt ofi. the Rule. of 
Conſcience , that which Naturally follows. next ro be 
conlidered, with Reference. to our. preſent deſign, is, 
what fhare'c {humane Toaws : have in this; Rule of Conſci- 
ence 2 (Whether they-be: part of - this. Rule, and do re- 
ally bind a Mans Qonſcience tothe Obſervance of them 
or no 2 Which is.our Third general Head... \.. _ 

Now :as: th-1:this, our - Alafwer;is5,. hat; though .the 
Laws of God be :othe: Brat; 8nd ingeed "the, cal 
Ruteivt: Coficience, Pee theifaws of, Her,  gederally: 
ſpeaking, do alſo-bind the! Conſcience, and are 2.part 
of its': Rulein a' Secondary Senſe, that is,; by . Vertue 
of; and; in-Subordioevign: to the; Loy ;God.., ..- 
<2 thall- bitiefly] expiaincrhe meaningy "itt, in, the 
Foaf following: Propoſitions: 7 fo 

' Firſt; there-is nothing; more: certain. than that the 
Low of God, .as i is declared both by Nature, and Scrip- 
tte 6th Conmmond,is; i: Qbry, the dpaus oe Men...., Wi 
-:/Tivere 18/46 @heiNiGate gf. Natyre, mar Obyis 
ous!toſus;/tHan his, thatwerareo Qbey the Goyern- | 
menit | we -Live-/under, in; all honeſt, - and Juſt things. 
For-this-is itdbod. the: Principal Law, and Foundation 
ef all:Sacietyia::Atith/it would be mpoſiþl 'Fither Or 
Kingdoms; :oraStitest far Gitys,' or; Keniligs £0. lubr 
ſift:;5"or at keafiyto:imalintain;! themHplves; Ped L QIEr= 
able degrecof Ponte; and Happineſs i, Pe is be. not 
xcknowledgeta-Duty. : oo ol 
- And” vheh,” as for the Lays: of God 3h; Soripture., - 
— pliinly declared-there, than, that 
its Gods Will; and-one Dutycto Obey thews :zhat have 
the'Rule over ws '; and: to Submit : oar ſehves- to every Or- 
dinance of Man, for the Tords ſake, aud: to be: Subjeft 
not owly.for Wrath but for Conſcievce fakes ic $9 ghatno Mao 
<can-doubt that-eiis really. bound ;in. Duty, to,Phty, the 
Laws of Men that are made-by;;Juft, -and Suffigient 
Authority. And Conſequetitly no Man can doubt _ 

4 | U- 
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Humane Lawsdo really /bind the Conſcience, and are 
one part of the Rule by which it is to be direfted, and 
Governed. | Es A 
- . But then having ſaid this, we add this farther in.the 
Second Place, that Humane Laws do not bind the Con- 
ſcience, by any Vertue in themſelves ; but meerly by 
Vertae of Gods Law , who has Commanded. that we 
Jhould in all things be Subjet to our Lawful Gover- 
ours , . not only for Wrath , but for | Conſcience, ſake. 
Conſcience is not properly concerned with any Being 
in the World, fave God alone ; it hath no Super;our but 
him : For the ry Notion of it, as I have often ſaid, is ao 
other than our Judgment ,of what things we are bound to do by 


Gs « 1 F 


eace, becauſe-they are the Inſlanices of our Obedience 
to the Laws of God. 7 et 

But then in the Third Place, this is alſo tobe re- 
membered ; that Zamane Laws E/ wo farther bind the 
Conſcience, and are, a-Rule of it, than as they are agrex- 
able-v0, the Laws of God... If any Eaw, or Command of 


Kar, Jo Chili wh ay Law af tele hes th, ee 


be either Evil 'in it felf, or-Contradiftory tothe. Duty 
| | of 
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of Ch7iftzans, as laid 'down'%in'the Scriptures; in'that 


Cate; that Taw or Conirand, by-what "Humane! Ay- | 
'thority fever. it was made or, given, doth” not bind 
-our Conſcience, ' nor is afy: Rile "of our *Aftions.* ' On 
the' contrary we are not. at any Rate to yield Obedi- 


SS EL. 
Re 


but 'we are here* reduced to the Apoſtles 


"Sins againſt God, if he 'Tranſgreſs it. No, it would 
"be a very hard _ thing *to affirm this; and I do not 
*know- what Manamong us, upon; theſe Terms, would 

RR TERS OTTER 29 
Thus {much I believe we'may ſafely Jay down as a 
'Truth'; That- where'either the Matter of the Law is 'of 
fuch a Nature ; that the Publick, or ſome'private Perſoh 
ſhall Suffer Dajnape, or Inconvenience,'by our not 'Ob- 
ſerving it.''/ Or Fe Boe. the Law, as tothe 
matter of 'it be never ſo Trifling ; nay, 'though-per- 
E.* ; PS 


_- 
- 
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haps all things conſidered, it be-an-ineonvenient Law: 
yet if- the Manner of our not Obeying it, be-ſuch,. as. 
gives Offence to--our Superiours, or to any others ; 
thatis,: either Argues a Contemp? ot Authority! or.ſets. 
an il} Example before our fellow Subje&s+z.1'lay; in et; 
ther of theſe Caſes, the Tranſgreſſion-of a Humane 
Law, renders a Man guilty of a Faul:, as well as Ob-, 
noxious to the Penalty of that Law. But out of. 
theſe two : Caſes,” I muſt confeſs, Ido not fſee,, how a. 
arely. Humane Law doth . Oblige the Conſeience. ;..or 
ow the Tranſgreſfion of it, doth make a_Man guilty 
of :Sin,. before God. - For it is certain if we ſecure theſe 
two. Points; that.is to fay, - the good. of, the Publick, 
and of private Perſons ; and wth all the facrednels,, 
andreſpe&, which is due to Authority, ( which is like- 
wiſe .in: Order to the Publick good : ) We Anſwer all- 
the Ends, for which the Power_of making Laws, :or. 
laying Commands-..upon Inferiours, was Committed 
by God.'toMlankind:.”; +; wh of «oe emy 
©..Sothat-rhough -it-,be true, that ' Humane, Laws, do. 
 Oblige the Conſcience, : yet it is alſo. true that a great 
many . Caſes -may, and do-happen, .in_ which a_ Man 
may Act contrary; to a purely 'Humane:Law, and. yet, 
' not be Sinner before God, Always ſuppoſing (asT fard,); 
there be no': Contempt, Or - Refratoryneſs exprelicd to-, 
wards the -Governours. : Nor, no; Scandal, or. ill Ex-. 
ample . given to - others;, - by., the -, Action. ... For, 
if- there: be. either of. theſe; in -the Cafe ; ,I- dare not. ac-. 
quit the ; Man, from being, 'a Tranſgreſſour., of.: Gods. 
Law, jn . the-inftanee, : wherein. he Tranigreſſeth the, 
Laws of Men. ; : 
- For, this is that which we.inſiſt upon ;: that the. Au- 
thority. of our Governours,.ought.to be held, and: e, 
ſteemed . very. facred, :both becauſe. the'Law's. of God , 
and the . Publick good, require. it, ſhould: be-ſo, - And - 
herefore, wherever they do -peremptorily” lay their 
. Com- 


/ 


(rs) 

Commands upon us, we are botind.in Conſcience fo 
far to comply, as not to coxreft the matter with them ; 
nor to' ſeem to do it. And though their Commands , 
as -to the matter of them, be never ſo ſlight; nay: ; 
thongh they ſhould prove really inconvenient, / either 
to our ſelves, or the Publick. Yet it they and up- 
on them, if they perſiſt in requiring our Obedience to 
them; 'we-muft yield, we muſt Obey ; always ſup« 
pofing they be net againſt 'Gods' Laws. For we-are 
at no hand either to attront their. Authdrity our ſelves ; 
or to encourage others, by our Example, to doit. For 
to do either of theſe things is a. greater Evilto the 
Pabltck, than our Obedience to an inconvenient Law 
eatt vaſtly He? - #7 0 TfT $124-19 Fe 
"TV. And now it is time for us to apply what hath 
been faid in General, concerning the Rule of Conſcience, 
and the Obligation of Humane Laws ; to the particular - 
Matter:here before us; that is, the bufineſs of Church 


Communion ; The OZligation of Conſcience. to which, in 
ſuch 'manner as'the £Zaws have ' appointed , is the 
"Fourth general Head'we are to conſider. 'C 


This point of the Obligation to Communion with the 
Church, as by Law Eftabliſhed; hath been largely hand- 
led by ſeveral: Learned Men of our 'Church, and-par= 
ticularly it is the' Argament of one of thoſe Diſcour«= 
ſes which'have lately been writ for the ſake of our Dif- 
ſenters. Thither therefore I refer the Reader for full Sa- 
tisfation about this Matter being only juſt * to: touch 
upon it here; a5'otie of the Principles we take for 
granted, and {hall proceed upon in the following Dif 
courle., ; E815 

And here the Propoſition we lay-down is this, 7hat 
it is every Mans Duty, and conſequently every Man is 
bound in Conſcience to joyn'in Communion with that Church, 
which is Eftablifhed by Law .in the place where he lives ; 

ng Ja 


/ I 


I 

ſo long.as that Church is a true, ſaund payt of the C _ 
pas hurch, and theres "Hothing Ihipofea/or Tapere wh 

Cox! ttion ommunicating with it, that i 

The Law. "ts vg r- the” Appats Fouts of LM 

' This "pro Fopol ition "is 'Evident, not only 
Neceſfrily follows from” the: foregoing Princes 3 
which os that ot qua is- bound in Conſcience be 
Obey the'Laws of Men, that are not (con to t 
Laws of, Ga, and nds oneenty 5 4 
bound to' Obe: y id 2h aftical, as welF as C;- 
if; Cualdfs 7 ſhed "that Chiife harh forbid 
all Humane Authority, whether Ecclefiaſtical or Ciwtt,, 
to make any Laws or Orders. about Religion; whicki 
believe never Was or.can PE thew'd;)- * | 
"Bur it is Evident up y ale her Account, Which? 

deſire may be confidieet; are alf really'bound'by 
the Laws of Feſus Chriſt, and the Nature p his Rel6 
gion to preſerve as.much as in usly es the 7ity of the 
Church : Which Uniry .doth hide ror fie $a i prokef- 
ſing the ' ame Faith, but” joyning”t with our 
Brethren under xr oy | er 1n' thefame Reli- 
pious Communron of Worſhip Sacraments: . And 
therefore whoever orkie this nity of the Church”, 
by withdrawing his Obedjerie/ from thoſe "Church 
Governours, W ich Gol hah 24 tes in 'the place 
whire he Lives; and Separating ftom' the 'Eſtablithed 
Religiqus | Aſſemblies of CoA under thoſe Gover« 
'nours ; doth really rranſgye the Laws'of eſus Chrift, 
and-is - Guilty" of roar > Sit F, Sion, 2 Whieh' 1s: Coder dye 
much. \ cat | Fo highty Condem _ 
the Seriptutk t ON eos t : Unleſs i i 
'meallt] ime'it doth Appear tg the Man, who thus wit 
" draws, ' aid Se wi  ihar” there” is ſomethi hung req 

74 h kin thok Aſeriles! Lid by thoſe Cover. 
Nours, hy {hat ch mn, and Condition of Ong 
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Cs vai iejd-Qbagience.'ta the Law, a5 x toths 


Howerer ome yd with FN 
other C 


ANPO1 eg: 

we m— perl Obtnd a5 th. the Comment af of Man; 

an tor a9 ather; ex ea a than that God in general hath 
us to. 

\ Tomes > ala ps let ys. for Inſtance take 
the Þuſineſs Paying Jr ute, apd Cuytow. in this Ne- 
tion,” ns Fel ND -omplication- of 2 Dis. 
vine Law,. witha Humane, as it 15.10 the Caſe weare 
naw upon. That every: Subjeft ſhauld Pay Jribute ts 
wham Tribute js due 5 Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom is due 5 iS.4 
Law of God;; gs being a branch both of Natural and 

tian, Tullice: :Bur out of what goods we ſhould Pay 
Txihyte or Cyſtom,or what Proportian of thaſe 20M 
ſhould be Paid, this is not definedeitherby theLaw of Np- 
tyre.or the Law of the Goſpel, bur 1s left to the hi at 
nation of the Municipal Laws of every Kingdom. . Bur 
now, becauſe Humane Authority dork jnterpoſe i in this 
Afair,and ſettles what ever ef Man jsto Fay to the King, 

and -out of what Commadities ; doth it therefore fo 
low, that. ah 2 Map can b Fraud or Cancealment detain 
the. Kings Right from. him,. that he incurs 9o other 
guil Loy this, bur only the Tragigt ng, of .an AQ, of 
Parliament, and the being boa 10. the Penalties, 
in Caſe he be detefted ? No Fo NES for all that the 


RP in, that- manner, ang form be ferred upon the 


7 Humane, Law, onlyr xc the, matter of that 
La pang aint. of» Nl Jo i ras Man 
and Men; Dana 1s hm x Oghr to look 
upon .Junlel as-an Oileade r againſt che Diyine Law ; 
ASA0 NOÞ1 <a fore God. Al Is Sagaclee 
Sol te the Fork FaraV'ge of! by. Is wall MQ[ JED 

5 unjph, gr-moze excajcalle.. 


"The Caſs is. much. the ſame as to the avatter ve 
havemow before us. *It is not a meer Humane Law , 
D 2 or 


i. "2 
as AN of Picrtiarinent' that Obligerti is to tp the Uti. 
er of Vis Obnrch ; to bringur Cr tobe mad 
| inthe By th iſthe'7 to" riber together at Solemn 
tithcs fot rhe Profeſſion of "ur Faith, for the Worſhip: 
ping God, for the Commemorating' the Death of our 
Saviour in the Sacrament "of his Supper,” Alt this is 
fyed Leg ho ton Fouts hep, bets 
a mich requirdv? tk by. Godpas Cr ſor; ade 
required thar we thoul Tay the Ring, and'every Man, 
what is due” to' then, if we woilld not be: diſhoneſt 
& unjuſt. Tr'is triie that the particular Fornts,and Modes, 
and Circumſtances of doing theſe ' things; are not 
Commanded, nor Preſcribed, by the Laws of Chriſt, 
ict this Inſtance of Church Communion, -no. more 
thay they are preſcribed by the Laws of God in the 
other Inſtance gave : But they are left intirely to the 
Prudence , and Diſcretion- ef the Governours' that 
God hath'ſet over -us .in Eccleſiaſtical” ryqtters 7 juſt as 
they fre in the other. But in the mean: time * theſe 
things | thus. Clothed, by Humane Authority , as, to 
their Circumſtances 3 Tat being for the Matter of ther 
bound upon us by Chriſt himſelf, we can no more de- 
ny 'our Obedience to the: Publick Laws abour them, 
: Bad can inthe other Inſtance T have named. And 
that Man, may as well for Inſtance., 'purge himſelf 
' from the Imputation of .X»avery before God, that will 
contrive a, way of | ns 'own, for the 'Paying his juſt 
_ Debts contrary to what the Law'of the Land hath de-. 
clared to be Juſt and Honeſt : ASany Man-can acquit 
himſelf from . the ' Sin © of. Schiſm- before God, that 
will chuſe a way of his-own for the Publick Worſhip 
different from, and in Oppoſitionto what"the Laws of 
the Church fulve preſcribed ; always ſuppoſing, that 
the Worſhip Eſtabliſhed be Commanded by jutt Au- 
® thority, and there be nothing required in..it as a ow 
G ona © -aition 
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dition' -of Communijon. that-is againſt the Laws of Fe-- 
ſas Chriſt. | | | | wa 

The:Sum of all this is that-it is every Mans Duty 


by the Laws of Chriſt, as well ias the Laws of Man, 


to Worſhip God in the way of: the: Churcly; fo long 
as there is nothyng required in that Worſhip, that can 


juſtly offend the Conſc:ence of a Wiſe and Good Chri- - 


ſtian. And therefore there is more in departing from 
the.Communion' of the' Church, when we can Laws- 
fully hold it, 'than meerly the Violation of a. Statute , 
ar 2 Humane Law, for. we cannot do it without break- 
ing the Law. of God. Nay ſo much: is it againſt the 
Law of-God to. do this, that I think no Authority up- 
on Earth :can warrant it. So that even if there. was 
2-Law 'made, which ſhould Ordain that:wilful, cauſlefs 
Separation from the Eſtabliſhed :Church' ſhould be al- 
lowed and tolerated, and no:Man ſhould be called 
to an Account for it : Yet nevertheleſs ſuch a Sepzra- 
tion would! fill; be a Schi/m, would ſtill be a Sin :a- 
ainſt God ; for no Humane Law can make that Law- 
tul which Gods Law hath forbid. = 
- There now. only remains eur laſt general Head. about 
Conſcience to. be ſpoken to, 'and then we have: done 
with our Prelimizary Points: And that is..concernin 
the Authority of Conſcience, or how far a Man is OLliged 
to follow or be guided by his Conſcience in bis Aftions. . 
When we. ſpeak of the Obligation of ' Conſcience , 


or of. being bound in Conſcience todo or not to do- an - 


Action, it ſufficiently appears from. what. hath been 
faid, that we can mean no more by theſe Phraſes than 
this, that we are convinced in our. Judgment that it is 
our Duty. to- do -this -or the other Aftion; becauſe we 
believe that God- hath Commandediit. Or we are 
perſwaded. in -our-Judgment that we.ought to forbear 


. this, . 


((2n2) 
this or. the ather Aftion, . becauſe we belneve that God 
hath forbidden it... It | 
_ » This now being that which we mean by the 0Z/:- 
gation of Conſcience, ere we come to inqure how far 
this 'Perſwaſion or Judgment of ours, concerning 
what as our Duty, and what is Sinful, bach Authority 
over us; how far it doth Oblige us to Att or not Ac, 
according to it,  - NEE 
Now m Order to the refolvingot this we muſt take 
Notice, that our Judgment concerning what God hath 
Commanded;or Forbidden, or left Ingifferent;is either 
true or fake, Weeither make a right Judgment of our 
Duty, .or we make a wrong one. .. Ja the former Caſe 
we call our Judgment'n Rght Conference ; inthe latter 
we'call it an Prroveous Conſcience. As tor thoſe Caſes 
where we doubt and heſitate, and know not well how 
to make any Judgment at all :(. winch 1s thaf we call 
a Doabting ' Conſcience, but indeed is properly no Con- 
ſcience, -unleſs by Accident, .) we have nothing here to 
do with them, but fhall reſerve themto anvther phe, 
Here we ſuppoſe, - that we do make a Judgment of the 
thing ; that is, we/are perſwaded in oar- Minds, -con- 
cerning the goodneſs, 'or badneſs vf whis, -or rhe other 
Action : And that which we are to inquire into, is, 
how far that Judgment binds us to Act according to 
Wm DEE Re 
_ Now 'if our Conſcience be a Right Confeence ; that is, 
if: we have truly .nformed our Judgmentactording” to 
_ the Rilebf. Gods Law : It is beyond: all Queſtion', 
and ' acknowledged 'by all 'the World, that we arein 
that - Caſe perpermlly bound to AR according to -owr 
Judgment. It is for ever our Duty bits do; andthere. 
can no-blame, "nb.guilt fall dpbnilus} for ſo Abing; fee - 
the '1Conſcquence» of our Adtivig, ariftet 'Abting; : be 
wikat it will. So that as to a Kight Conſezence, or a 
| | vell 


() _ 
well informed Judgrent, there is no diſpute among: A» 
ny ſort of Mea. 

© But the great ' thing to be inquired into, is; what 
Obligation 2 Man is under to Actaceqrdin tohis Fudg- 
ment, _—_ it be falfe, ſuppoſing he hath por 
rightly” i ed his Confcience, but hath taken up 
falſe meaſures, of. what God hath Commanged, or F Dr- 


Now far the! Refolurion of this, I lay down thi 
Thtee Propvfitions, which Think will take in afl that 
i/needful, for the giving SatfSfa&tion to every one, 
concerning this point. 

"Firſt; Pere 3 a Man is miflakes in his Ju meu, even 
ty tÞhitt Cafe it is always a Sin to Aﬀ againſt it. ' Be our 
Conſc;ence never ſo 1ll inſtruted, as .to what is Good, 
or Ev, thongh we ſhould take that for a Daty, Which. 
is really a Sin, ; and on the contrary, that or a Siu 
which is really'a Pury :' Yet fo Jong as.we are thus. 
perſuaded, \ it will Bhs obly Criminal in'us, to A ig 
eontradidtion to this ian; and the reafon of this 
5-evident, becaufe,' by ſo doing, we wilfglty Act againfh 
the belt: hg, which at Preſent we haye, for the 'di- 
reftion of our A ON and confequertly 'our V7517 is 

as faulty, Rn Edd, conke mes to ſuch Ati- | 
ons, is it lad truer Fed of, things,” A 

Weare to-remember,, that rhe Rele of our Duty, 
whatever-it-be in it eff, -cann6t touch ' or | affect .our 
Actions, but by the Mtkation: of . ur [7 ont, "that: 
@,'0n6/ farther that #8 116 55 pprehend 05*.* or.” a 
we ds underſtand err 7 le Ye, . ow That when aft 
is: S—_ the Immediate Guide of on Aﬀtions,, can be 


renee but-our Conſcienre - Our efit ard Peres 
neerning phe ©o0d pefs,, + agtiels,*or.! ndttfe fe 
wn of things. 


It i 2rwe ir all thoſe Fitarres habe: xe are mt. 
ken , 
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ken, our Conſcience proves but a very bad and unfafe 
Guide ; becauſe it hath it {elf Joil its way, 1n not foſ- 
lowing its Awe as it ihould have done;: ., But.however 
our Gude ftul.it_is, ,anhd we have. na Ot her. guide of 
or Actions but that. And if we may. lawtully refuſe 
to be guided by it-in. one Inſtance, we may. with as 
much reaſon reject its. Guidance in all. i 
"What is the Notion that any of us hath of a Wilful, 
Sin,-.ar.a Sin: againſt Knowledg, but this ? That: ,we 
bave done otherwiſe than we were convinced to be our 
Duty, at the ſame timeThat we did ſo. And what 0- 
ther meaſures have we of any Mans Sincerity or Hypo- 
crifie? . But: only this ;. that he Acts according to the 
belt of his Judgment, or that he doch not Att accord- 
ing to what he pretends to Believe. 


"i 


' We do not indeed fay, that every ohe is a good Man, 
that Acts according to his Judgment ; or that he is to 
be commended for all Attions that. are done in. purſy- 


ance of his Perſwaſion -.- No , we meaſure Vertue and 
Viceby the Rule, according to which , a Man ought to 
A& ; as wel as by the Mans intextion in Aﬀting. But 
however we all agree that that Man isa Xave, that in 

any inſtance Ads contrary to that which he;took. to be 
- his duty. And in paſling this Sentence. we have no 
regard to this; whether the Man was Right or miſtq- 
ken in his Judgment, for be his Judgment Right :or 
Wrong, True or Falſe ; it isall one as to his:Honelly , 
in Acting or not Actingacoording to it. . .,.; ,..-. 
He that. hath a falſe. perſwaſion of things; ſo.long 
235 that perfwaſion continues, is often as well ſatisfied 
that heis in the Right, as if his Perſwaſion was true. 
That is, -he is oftentimes as Confident when, he is-in 
an Error, as when he is inthe Right.: And therefore.we 
cannot but conclude, that he, who being under a mi- 
ſtake, will be tempted to Act contrary to tus J wogrment F 

| won 


- 
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would certainly. upon;the; fame. Temptation ACt con 
crary to it, was his Judgment never ſo well informed 
And theretore his 1/4, being as bad. in the one Cale, .as 


- in theother, he is equally. a Sinner as to the: Wilfulne/s 


of the Crime, tho- indeed in other reſpe&s.there- will 
be a great difference in the Caſes. 
This I believe is the Senſe of all Men in this matter. 


If a Man for. inſtance, ſhould. of. a Few became a 
Chriſtian ; while yet. in his Heart he believeth that the 


Meſſiah is not yet come, and that our Lord Jeſus was 


.2n kmpoſtor. Orif a Papif ſhould to ſerve ſome-private 
 erids, Renounce the Communion of the Roman Church, 
and joyn with ours ; while yet he is perſwaded that 


the Roman Church is the only Catholick Church ; and 
that our Reformed Churches are Zeretical or Schiſmati- 
cal : Though now there is none of us-will deny. that 


the Men,in both theſe Caſes have made a good change; 


as having changed a falſe Religion for a true one ; yet 
for, all NY pt 6h > ſhould all agree, they 
were both of them great Yi/ains and Hypecrites, for 
making that change ;. becauſe, they,made it not upon 
Honeſt. Principles, . and in ,purſuanceof their. Judg- 
ment, . but. 18, dire; Contradidtion to. both. Nay I 
dare fay we. thabld all. of us think bttter- of an igno- 
rant.. well . meaging .. Prateſfap?,; that being ſeduced by 
the perſwaſjons. 2: Aris of, 2 cunning Popih  Fa- 
tor, did really, out;of C Gennes abandon, oor on 
Tuyoen,: and; go over to the | Ramarxi/ts ;.. as thinking 
theirs robe rel Lay. we ſhoul all'of 5; EnFery 
12124 inces tevonrabl Opmionof ſuch a Man in © | 
a, Caſe ;. Though really here the-change, is made from 
2 true Keligion to-a falſe one ; than we ſhould of either 


of the .qther Men I have. before named. [All this, put 


the .qther Men I have. | 
together is per Rgen: £9, how pn. 0 N00 
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| Caſe At Bi gent or Þ 
can in ary Caſe A inſt his Jud or Perſiva- 
fion, ber bis is Guilty of Sin info doing, IS, 
But then, our Second Propoſition” is this, 7he m/- 
take of a Mans Judgment may be of ſuch a Natare, that as 
it will be a Sin to: Att againſt his Judgment , ſo it wil 
likewiſe be a Sin to Aﬀt according to 2t. 
For what Authority ſoever a Mans Conſcience has 
over him, it can never bear him out, if he do an E- 
vil thing in compliance with it. My Judgment is 
.( as we have ſaid ) the guide of my Ations; bur it 
may through my negligence beſo far miſguided it elf; 
2s that if | follow it , it will lead me 1nto the moſt 
horrid Crimes .in the World. And will it be'a ſufficient 
Excuſe or Juſtification of my AQtion in ſuch a Caſe to 
fay ; that indeed herein I did but Act according to my 
Perſwaſion ? No verily ; I may as certainly bedamn't 
without Repentance, for AQting according to my Judg= 
ment, in ſome Caſes, where its miſtaken, as1 ſhall-be, 
for Ating contrary to it in other Cafes where it is right- 
ly informed. | TT 
And the Reaſon of this is very plain. Tt is not my 
Judgment or Perſwaſion that makes Good or Fil , 
Right or Wrong, Juſtice ' or IWjuftice,” Vertue 'or Vice. 
Bur iris the Nature of things themſelves ; and the Law 
of God, ( and of Men under that) Commanding or 
Forbidding things, that makes them ſo. .1f the Mora? 
Goodneſs, or badneſs. of Actions was to be meaſured 


% * 


by Mens Opinions, and Perſwafions het Good "and 
Evil, Duty and'Sin, would'be the moſt various, uncer- 
tain things in the World: They woult change. their 
Natures as often as Men change” their-Opinjons ;. and 
that which to Day is a Vertue,” rg Morrow-would be 2 
Crime ; and that which in ane "Mar, 'woald'be a He- 
roically good Attion, would itr atrother Mai be'a Pro- 


digious Piece of Villany ; "though yet there was no 


'E27)) 


 Gifference inthe Aion ie ſelf, or in the Circumſtances 
of the: Man thatdid it, fave only the difference of O- 
1niOn. - 
: Bur ſuch conſequences 2s theſe are intolerable,” nor 
indeed 4s Mer either talk- or think after this manner. 
Every. Man when he ſpeaks of -Good 'or Evil, Lawful 
or Unlawful, means fotne certain fixed thing which it 
is not ir his Power to alter glie Nature and Propert perty 
of. _ 'Fhat Aftion is -good,! and/a:Duty,. which is c+ 
_ tlierfo inirfelf, or mate foby fome poſitive Law of 
God. -And'that Ationis: Evil, and 'a Sin, that is For- 
bid by Gel in either- of theſe Ways.! 'S6 rhar unleſs 
it was in guituPower- to: diatige thei Nature'of things ; 
orito aker the Laws of: God ++] It will uhavoidably tol- 
fow ; that we ſhall/be'' Tot ever Obliged: to do "forte 
Adtons, andeo forbearothers, whatever ur J 
concerning them, 'is's And conſequently we be 
Guilty of Sin, 'if/ 'inthels Iaftarices we Ateond to 
ehis Obligation; thoagh "it the, ſame; time it hould 
happen che we ate fnady- periwaded thar ve olgftt ſo 


to do.” 

x Propoſtin fully/ proved y but the 
for the further deariny in} {Ge ay y be- raken 
'notieevf: Go I ave lay it dowh;-tliar eve- 
Ty iniftake'of Judgmetit about Good or Ev, doth in- 
wolvea Maw ar Sin,” if he'Adt according ro' that mif- 
take - But quly als, [coaſts of a Mans = 

nay feof Tac a Nature, *that! 4s it will be'a'a 

him-t0. Aﬀ againſt ic, ſoit Will likewiſe be- Sirtts 
A& atcording'to'it. It- is not every Error" in Morals 
that brings Man under the-neceſſity of Sinning, if he 
purſues .it:-in his Aftions. -A Mans Conſcience 'may 
miſtake /ns: Rae ina Hundred \inſtances, -and'yet He 
may fafely enough A according to it. And the” Rea- 
{ox is becauſe a Man may entertain a great many mif- 

E 2 takes, 


| ((r2H) 

miſtakes; aiid falſe Notions: of his Duty, and-A& ab- 
cording to them t00 ; cog g- in fuch': Aftuons he ſhall 

not Tranſgreſs any Law of God. MON; 
New... this that-L fay,! holds:chiefly' :im- theſe two in- 
ances. »PFor-example'in-the firſt; place; if aMan'be- 
lieve a thing. .to.be Commanded: by God: which yet 
indeec- 15:: not; ut; neither 1s it Forbidden : - As if a 
Man. ſhould: think/himſelt:/Obliged/to retire. himſelf 
from his. buſineſs, Seven: times-or Zhree' times a Day, 
for. the purpoſe of. Devotion i; or to give: half of -his 
Yearly--Income tor Pious;; and-Charitable:: uſes, if -he 
can do it without Prejndiee ito his-farady;, Now-in this 
.Gaſe ; he-,is-eertainly; miſtaken; in. his;Duty zi forthe 
Law, of: God: hath not bound him-up to fach gncatures 
in either of: theſe iiſtances :-\But [yet-becauſe: God: hath 
not-on.the.other haniLlaidany-Commands:upon:turti to 
the contrary ; [it:is-eertain be: may.in both theſe inſjan- 
c£5;/A&r:accarding toxÞvs anillake;:; without any Guilt 


inthe World ;-Nay,-ſo long! as: thato miſtake cont 
Ques,. he is boundits. AR accotdughyc 27 NM 1,3Qf} 

Again in the ſecond place, if a Man believe a.thing 
to 'be;Forbidden: by Gods Jaw, which yet-is inot:;/-but 
neither, {1 ga warrigt As-for:inBance,: ifodMan 


F, 18, 

think that che qught by-:Vertue of, a Divine Command 
to abſtain from 'all Meats' that are 'firangled: Or rhave 
Bloud in them. 3:;or-if, hebelieve: itrunlawtul to Play at 
'Cards or Diec-; ,or> that it:is Forbidden by; Gods word 
to-let -out>Money: at Intercft-:; Why: in-all theſe Caſes 
he: may. follow his-Opimion, -though at bez falſcrone, 
without Sin; ; Nay, -he1s: bound -to- follow/1t,--becauſe 
it is the dictate-of his Conſcience, howeyer: his! Con- 
Fience, be -miſtaken,\. And the. reafon. is plain, cbecauſe 
Fheuglh. che be-miſtaken; ia, his Judgment - about: theſe 
matters; yet\fince God hath not by any Law, F _ | 
LN ETSETETS nl 8 915529 2; cle 
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theſe things ;. there, is . (ogy A" Gallows. : 
Aga Brck ding to uch.a Rakes ns 


,Burdlteg in in. k cr Caſes, where a; ane .milae ti ; ap 
pen td be F a) EPs #8 


Fe of God” SM rnkeng: br LE he ba Go 


vernet#': Fr for Yes WA Fr Man Jop that 


as a'Law 1 7 EE, D Man 
MMen 2: Bere 


Forbillden';' © bY t 
indifferent PIN: 
dan FO: Adin ſuch 
t. fad., Dilemma,e 


'K is that the miſts 
That if he, A& aggard- 


"Caſes the 'Man is-br 


3vjs t6'fils' petfivaii reſth Gods Laws and 
EE a:Sinner upo 5 Ru yat : 1f he Aty,agginſt 
his per! E plat felt candemned,. and;yery 

wy rd'C pon. that Account. . 

0 ayoidir of. this. 2 'Muſt.it .be 
ho niverſal, Truths, that-in-all 
nt; happens, to be contra- | 
mangling,, or |For- 


k I vr? 
EE Lot Nec: voy. Ln; whe- 


FS ; Y rq, ;that kc 
ould' 66 Tit 2? a Nece Ef Shy he-Acts 
atdrling? to'it; Pe when he 1s. HeFEetly ign- 


rant of, or miſtaken, in, ths LAW. AapE.1v 
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0/0 TH 183Badea this? great. "Tiffioulty x t PEcurs in __ 
matter; and oy the Unryin it, I tay down thus third 
peneral rop ſition, v3z. That lies Were thing to-be at- 


Ska gs #, Thy Tet Elec 
: FRdgireh 19 75" $he "Culpablenels_ ior 
"Bliſs or Innocence ww; 


5 allowing a miſtaken 
nculpableneſs ; -. the 


ths wiltake, oy which he Ails ; 


fer 


(39) | 
|  aceording af #hi9 Te; Jo will lis Guilt in Atling accord: 
ing to it be either reater, 'or tes, or woe at al. 
eos + & = 'thata Iarb always SA a Sin 
beforeG 2 intormation 0 y-4i2'G 
he pg which Gods Law hath Commanded-; 
or doth -that which Gods Law hath - Forbidden. No 
though” the Omiſlions or Actions may he faid to be 
Sins a0 themſelves; ; that i tg the Matter of them; 
gs - bein Law; Yet "before 
we ailirny bales Droit Wt be impured to.a as ſuch ; 
Chat is prove formally Sins*t& hin; we firſt! conſider 
the Nature of 'the Action, ancbthe Ciecum! 
-Man If /we'tind' i | | 
Where? Gods Law 1s Tranfgrelled, 1 Ts 
'ns even aft "Honeft minded ET: 
£0 miſtake in : And if we find likewiſe ke wt 
not ſufficient means whos: C2 
-as to this matter ;/and' rh 
-eoHld Yo in fits Circumtinces 16 tit 
Tf inſach/a Caſas this het Is 
and Act Upon that mitake; 
the Manis Guilty 
however 


as to'this "fratter ; cor 1 Foc ever to, 4n 
Account for whit .he hath. Jone of Lok in. thaſe 
Circumſtances.” © 0. 306" 
-Atidithe _—_— and Grouhds upon which | 
this are plain, and Evident at the firſt; hearing 
Man can be Obliged'ts do rote then what .1 Si, his | 
Power todo. And what ever a Man isnot Obliged to 
do, it is no Sin in him if .he do it qbr, - So that iffa'Man 
do. all thar one' in his Ciretumſtances can, or hold do; 
for the right underſtanding. of his Duty.: If he hap- 
pens to be miſtaken, that miftake cannot be imputed 


to 
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ts him 292 'Sin; beauſe he» was riot Oblged to un- 
derſtand better. : And if his miſtake be no Sin; it:is 
ecrrain to-AQt according to that miſlake.can beno'Sin 


Sothat the bitoſe poiin of Siming, or not Si | 
in following an' Erroncous Conſcienee , | Hes here: me 
ther the Man that is thus miſpetſuaded, is to be! bla- 
me&;'. or not blamed; tor- lis Miſperſuaſion. If the 
Error. he hath tdken- ug-db'mot proceed trom lus owe 
Fauſt and Negligence ; but was the pure unavoidable 
Efledts, of the- Cireunilanees;- in which he'is placed ; 
Con hich. — Es fuppo ſc aptraeyrnrs Nv= - 

fo, - but he was puttinto» ther by the diſpolixiorr | 
of: Oivits Providence; '):T teh of :whar: —_— ſoover 
the Error'be 5 hedoth'neveomrattiany gailt 'by ang! 
Action which he doth. im-purfuance of that Error. ' Bus 
i itwas in his-power to Rectific thatFrror; 'if:-hohad 
Means and Opportunities te-inform hisConfcivnowbet- 
ter;/-and the rature of - the Neriowe wWabdch'; whit it 
wes'his Dutg'fo to-do :-Sd that liz naiſt-beatrounts 
- gully of a Groſs and. CfiminalNe vr inmnoy doing 
Irs this Caſe the Man: is\a'T: ' and ace 
comnedioenicy God, a achs forall ur arorw hae hs 
_ 20 contrary $61G0ds Lac! whilerhoAcds 
thar) miſtake, :or'ifh ic: "Anas 
= y es this Neglect or Careleſneſs is. greater':or 
0is:the NB 'of :the:'Aetion Shieh he doch 
ance of. it; (greater or leſs likewilo. : e 
:vhis 1s a plain aecount of: rhiximarces: So thae 
wal ſee there'is noFatal-uriavoidable necelltywfaibupor 
any Man'ro- evinmiita;Siny 'Acring according tothis 
Conſcience. But if at any time torhe-bevage. -attder | 
thoſe fad Circumitances,; tebrings\rharneceility-uypon --.. 
hingell 150d Beg dwcttggy any Mawinto ſuch &:Conditi= ks 
68, bur ha do-tiar: Dry which was: _ a 
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(3z) _- 
ved: of Him 3] md be able-;to;gred =_ acconnt. of 
his: Actions. Bbts here: (15: the!rhing. ; £4 Men-by their, 
ViceandWackedneky byineg/gmibg>the Means of In. 
ſtruction, that are afforded _—_ ; and not uſing their: 
Reaſon and Underſtanding!as they; hould do;; :may fuf- 
fer themſelves --to be brought.-under\ the Bondage: of 
ſuch Falſe and Evil Principles ; x they ſhall fo long 
. as'they hold thoſe Principles into Sin, whether: 
x they Act according 607 thee Grolinc, or _ dgaeſt 
Ws. 
Thave done with. the ouneral Points concerning Con 
ſciemee, which 1, —_ Sedful to be premiſed,; as! _ 
and Principles af _ following ns Diſcourſe, 
no”::.come. to.that whiehTat firſt 4 =p ;:and.for the 
fake of which all chis is:tntended:; that: 15, -tp ſpeak to; 
the! Caſe of thoſeithat: Separate. from the Communion of 
the Church of England, upon. this: pretence 511 That \it. is. 
aroinft, their :Copfeitmee:ta jon with a #946) |c2 cn; 
1; Now qlchas; heonceive needful-to-hedoge, | imvor rder; 
to-a-hull:difrufiies of this Caſe, air I 
 t;care rhefe Two things,! 
->Fitſh: To:'Sepaxate the. reteweer of Conſeience hat are 
triipard jufthi matic; indbigenatier , from: a honace 
Qrtofhewiwhouchoſearetbst can rightlyplead 
- necks Ro) ul FRO; ado __ 
. tat? ?1 ealnis[s:3')2 To 222 'y 
[[:$6cahdly;i Fo-ungquire ! 'haw far this Pha Kot 
ence, hes it is 2H yimbaoe 32 aftifio ay Diener 
vat «it inves; imwSepibr dtzonryfrom i wage pi: aSb diff a- 
bloſped atrorngi non ad what is to: bedenerby fire 
Perſon ;;-: in: -orden;:t0; His _ with-a ſafe ang! good 
hr es this: 4s 6 3; 1 was 2 by 7” 
ur; firſt 3nquiry-:18:W, t is-roqu »in) order to 
aty, Mans:traly plcadun Conſcienes far bis refuſſog to! - 
joya.in-Comimunion: tne ( 


-"IvF 2} 
who-thoſe Perſans are that can with juſtice make that 
| Plea = pry. | | E: 
think it very convenient to begi Diſquiſition 
here, becauſe by removing all en. mn to 
| Conſcience; the Controverſy will' be brought into a 
mych leſs compaſs ; and the difficulties that ariſe will 
be more caſily untyed. The truthis, if the thing be ex- 
amined, I believe it will be found, that thepretence to 
Conſcience inthe matter we are talking of ; is, 'as in 
many other Caſes, extended much tarther than it 
ought to be. My meaning is, that of all thoſe who 
think fit to withdraw from our Communion, and tq 
_ pas ry nar = _— m Laws af the Church, 
ience:for ; ina great ma 
of rior it 15 not Conſcience, pur taine "She thing 
miſtaken for Conſcience, which is the Principle they 
A& upon. So that if the true Plea of. Conſcience be 
zrated from thoſe gounterfeit ones, which uſtally 
urp that Name ; we ſhall not find either the Perſons 
to be fo many that refuſe Communion with us, upog 
the Account of Confciencetruly ſo called ; nor the Ca- 
ſes to be ſo many in which they do refuſe it upon that 
Apoman:: +: £517 + 5295525 © 
Now in Order tv:the making ſuch a Separation or 
Diſtin&tion between Conſcience zraly fo called, and the 
ſeveral Pretencesto it, in this buſineſs of not conform- 
ing tothe Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, Ilay down this general 
Propofition ; That, if the Principles I have laid down 
about Conſcience be admitted: ; then'tt is:certainly true; 
that no Man among us can juſtly plead Conſcience for 
his Separation from the Church of Zxg/and ; or can 
fay that it 1s againſt his Conſcience to joynin Com- 
muniom with -1t ;-/but only ſuch a one, as is perfwaded 
in his own'mind, . that he cannot Communicate with us 
without Sinning againſt : Rs ſo doing. - - 


For 


 —. Y 
+. 'Foriſince, as we have ſaid,Cenfcience is nothing elſe 
| but a Mans Judgment concerning Actions, whether 
they. be Duries, :or'Sjrs; or Indifferent 1'/ And finee the 
«Law of Gad Commanding'or Forbidding Attions'; or 
- neither Commahding- them, nor Forbidding 'them ; is 
' the only Rule by which a Man can-Judg-what Afons 
are Duries,: and; what are Sins, ' and'what are -Indiffe. 
 rent::: :It plainly follows ; that' as a Man : cannot be 
bound ju Confetenee to do any Attion whielrit:doth not 
appear to him'that Gods Law hath ſorne way or” 'other 
-Commanded, and made a Duty-:..So "neither can it gy 
againft a'Mans: Conſcience, to do any Aﬀtion which he x 
got convinced that. Gods Law hath ſome way'or:other 
Forbidden, and ſo made a Sin. And therefore jn:our 
preſent Caſe,” That Man only can juſtly plead Conſe 
ence for -his Nonconformity ' that can.truly fay che is 
-perſwaded in his Judgment that Conformity-is Forbid- 
den. by : ſome Eaw of : God: Or: which is the: ſane 
ing'; No Mancan fay,:itis againſt his Confcience'to 
joyn in-our Communion, but only ſuch a one as really 
believes he ſhall. Sin againſt ſome Law .of God,” if ' he 

So jorn wvithbag: co: oils 57 1 erihts DD 9 00 

If againſt this it be excepted ; that it 15 very” poſ- 
fable for a Mar ro: ber well :fatisfied! that "there1s' no- 
ling: diretly-Sinful-in-our Worſhip; but 'yet for all 
that it may be: againſt his Conſcience to joynwith us 
in:3t-;: As; for //nflarice;.- in»the Caſe where a'Man 
takevit. really.to be his:Duty: to hold conſtant Commu- 
wn with ſome'other [Congregation, - where:he believes 
ican: be:more: Edified; or: to which he is related /by 
ſome Church ORE IG if _ _— that in this 
Caſe, } grant,Conſcience is rigntlyipleadedfor ration 
$ hooker jaſtzvably! I do not now "eEman Bat 
ther] fay;;this Plea proceeds upon: theifamergrounds 1 
juſt now lad down. For if the Man: (: as is ſuppoſed 
1R- 


(35) 
id-the Cafe) be: convinced that it is his Duty by Gods 
Law, (. as there i5no-other meaſure of Duty ) to hold 
Comttmtion' with others,” and+ not with us ; then he 
muſÞ'at the ſame time - be convinced: that he; cannot: 
without Tranſgreſlion of: Gods Law, ( that is, withour 
Sin, )joynwithus-; Andthar-1s the fame Account which 
we give, of -its-being againſt- any Mans Couſcience to' 
hold Communion wWwiitus oo o 

Further, If it be urged againſt our Propoſition, that 
not only mn the'Caſe * where' a Man'is perlwaded of ' the 
Unlawfulneſs of our Communion, but alſo in the Caſe 
where he only:doubts /of the Lawfulneſs of it, a Man: 
mby:juſtly''plead'Conſcience : for--his Noncontformity., 
ſo-long as ' thoſe doubts remain/:: And therefore it is 
not-itfuly faid/ of us, "that in Order to the Pleading) 

Conſcience for Nonconformity, one muſt be perſwaded 

in- his: own --mind, that Conformity 1s Forbidden by 

ſome-: Law 'of- God. - I Anſwer, that if ' the Man who 
thus doubes of the T:awfulnefsof Copformity;hathrreally 
entertain'd this Principle, that' it is a Sinto do-any:thing;: 
with-.a doubting / Conſcience ; I-grant that'it muſt go 
ainſt. his: Conſcience to-conform ſo long as he doubts. 

Butthen; this 4s but the/ſame' thing weare:contending. 

for ;:for therefore' it goes againſt his Conſcience: to 

Communicate -with us} doubting as: he doth ; becauſe- 

he believes he ſhall: Sin againſt God if he ſhould. . But 

i6 the Man we are ſpeaking of, do not think it a breach 
of. Gods. Law, \to! AA with a-doubting-.Conſcience ;» 
then 1ido not ſee/how-it *can in the-leaſt go:agamſt his 

Gonſeience fo-Communicate: with. -us.upon thatipre-; 

tence: /*.So that notwithſtanding thefe two Exceptions ; 

which-are all frcan think of ;' it will ſtill remain true, 

that no'Man can-juſtly Plead- Conſcience for his. Sepa-1 
ration-from the:Church, but he that is:perfwaded; thasi 
1 411 195: 99091 FF 3:22. art L265. hw 
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he. cannot joyn with it without Sinning againſt God, 

Now if this Propoſition be true, as certaialy it is , 
then how. many Mens pretences. to. Conſcience for 
their Sepatating from us, are hereby cut off : And in» 
deed' how. few ( in Compariſon; of the - multitudg of 
Diſſenters among us. ) will be left, that can be able 
with Truth to fay+ that it is againſt - their Conſejence 
to Communicate with us in our Prayers, aad-in our 
Sacraments. ;; 0301848 2218 oY 2 Yano” 

In the firſt Place, it is Evident that all choſe who 
Separate from us upon Account of. any private grudge 
or pique ; becauſe they have been diſobliged,or have re- 
ceived. ſome wry. inthe way of our Church, 
or by the Met: that are favourers of 1t ; and therefore: 
out of a Pet wilt joyn themſelves to another Commu- 
nion. . All thoſe that think they can ſerve their own 
turns more effeftually, by being of another way ; as 
for. inſtance, they can thereby better plcafe a Relation 


from whom they, have expettances; they can better 
advance their Trade ,or increaſe their Fortunes ; they can 
better procure a Reputation, Or regain one that is Suak. 
In a;word.all thoſe that to ſerveany ends of Pride,or Jy- 
tereſt, or Paſion , or out of any other worldly Confi- 
deration, do refuſe us their Company in the Worſhip 
of God 1 tay, all fuch are. certainly excluded from 


Pleading Conſcience for their Separation. 

In the ſecond Place, all thoſe Lay People who refuſe 
our Communion upon Account that thePaftors,and Zecq- 
chers, whom they: moſt Loye, and Reverence, are not 
permitted to Exerciſe their FunCtion among us; whoſe 
Pretence it is, that if theſe good Men were allowed to 
Teach in our Churches, they would come to our Con- 

regations ; but fo long: as that is refuſed, they will 
- them where they can: I fay, all theſe are like. 
wiſe excluded from Pleading Conſcience for their Se. 

: paration, 
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paration. For, however it may rcally and truly be a- 
inſt ;the Conſcience of their Mini/ters to conform , 
there þcing other' things required of them, than of 
ordinary People, -). yet. it: is not againſt their Confei- 
ence ſo te do; for they know no il} in Conformity, bzr 
only that fo- many good Men are ſilenced. 

In the thurd Place, all thoſe that. refuſe our Comma- 
Nion upon a meer diſike of ſeveral things in our Church 
Offices : They 'do not for inſtance, like a Form of 
Prayer in general, and they have {everal things to Ob- 
jet our: Form in particular ; they do 
not hke - our Ceremonies, , they do not like 
ehe Surplice, or the C fo bs Bene: and ſundry 0- 
ther things they. find tault with :,Not that they have 
any thing to ſay againſt the Lawfulneſs of theſe things; 
but only they have art Averſion to them : - All theſe 
Men likewiſe are cut oft from Pleading Conſcience for 
their Separation. : -For they do. not pretend that it is 
unlawful, or a Sin oj God- to. joyn with usin our 
Service ( which is the only thing wherein their Core 
ſcience can be.concerned ; ) but only they are not 
pleaſed with many things in our Service ; as fancying 
them not to be ſo decent, or convenient, or not to 
be ſo prudently. Order'd as they would havethem.. But 
what of all rhis? Admit the things to be ſo as they 
fancy them ; yet ſtill ſo long as they do not think 
there is any Sin in them, it cannot go againſt their 
Conſcaence to. joy with'any Aſſembly in which they 
are Prattifed. Becauſe Conſcience as we have often 
fai is' not touched, is not affefted where no Law of 
God is Tranſgreſſed. 

- In the fourth Place; allchoſe that are ”=_ from our 
Communion, purely upon the Account of Education, 
or acquaintance with Perſons that are of another per- 
{waſion. Thoſe that have nothing to fay againſt our 
Worſhip ; but only that they were bred ua another way ; 
os 
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or thoſe that would joyn withusin'it,” but thar'they 
know a great many*'RU7gious' Godly:-Pefſons: that. Yp 
Condemn it, 'and therefore*they*dire not edme wtay. 
Theſe now may be very well nieaning' Men,” but yet 
they cannot reaſonably Plead Conſcience uport this Ac 
count for their Separation. For it/is noti'a Mans Edy- 
cation , or the Example, or Opinion oFother'-Men , 
thar makes any Aion to bea Duty; ors Sm; Þurthe. 
Law of God Commanding'or Forbidding that Adtior, 
And therefore before I can ſay thi this; or the-other 
AQtion, is againſt my! Conſcience; I'muſt *believe tliat 
Gods Law, hath either in-peneral; 'or”ia particular'; 
either dire&ly, or 'byiConſequence; tude that! Afton 
unlawful." *k grant-the "Opinions of othet Men, :efpe 
cially thoſe' that are Learned,” and ' Pious' are” always 
to be liſtned to in doubtful Caſes.” But then; no Mans 
Opinion-can be the Rule' of my Conſcience ; nor am 
T at all concerned it: Conſcience to follow it;;-any fat- 
ther thanT-am' convinced that it declares Gods Law to 
me. And' therefore ſure 'in this-Caſe-of Church Com- 
munion, Ian be but'very little concerned -to follow 
any Mans* Opinion; whetr, both there! are ſo. many 
Perſons, and thoſe as Learned ahd 'as Pions a8'any o- 
thers,”*rhat are of another: Opinion ;/ and whencalſs 
the Publick Law, which has much more[Authority than 
any private Opinion; hath derermined What Tam to ds 
in the: xfe., So that'it is great weakneſs; & ſilynels.; bt 


not* Conſcience; '' that 'prevails * with' theſe Men-Tam 


ſpeaking of, to live ift diſobedicnee tothe Laws:: Tf ins 
deed they de really perſwaded# their26wn Minds, that 


our Way, of —_— God, is in-any-part or inſtance 


of it Unjawful-or Forþidden, ( let 'that Perſwafion be 
upon 'What grounds "it WHI, ) thew*they't mayr-truly 
fay it is againſt their Conſcience to:j6yn with ug.” But 
: If they be not convinced of chis;/1dohot fee —_ 
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the 'Example,' or the advice of their Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, can inthe leaſt give them a Title to Plea 
conſcience for; their refuſing our Communion. | O, 
-- Fifthly, thoſe tharwithdraw: from the Church upon 
this, Account; that our Governours imtheir Laws and 
Preſcriptions' about ' Gods Worſhip, have not rightly 
uſed: the Power which they . are intruſted with, but - 
have exceeded; their: bounds:;: have' made perhaps: too! 
great Encroachmenits apo: Ghrz#ian Libetty.; or - laid 
more. ſtreſs: than:was meet upow Jrdifferent things :- 
Theſe Likewiſe. are excluded: by.the former Rule fron 
Pleading Conſcience: for their Separatiog. For admit - 
the Law-givers have been to:blame urthe Exerciſe 'of 
their Power ,intheſeimiatters,/(which'yeris ſooner ſaid 
then' proved, ) and have” really:done more then they 
can: anfwer :to-God for ;. yet what is this to them > 
The Conſcience of the Governours is indeed deeply 
concerned about theſe things; and :they: muſt give an 
Account to'God for the ale of their - Authority if 
there be any, But how this: doth concerg the: Conſci- 
ence of the Subject, 'is not eafily nnderſtogd : So long 
a$ what is Commanded-or Enjoyned, doth not appear 
, to: interfere with any: Law of God. But having ſaid this; 
I fear thereis: too. mach! reaſon:-ro add ; that thoſe wh® 
ſo much ſtand up for Chriſtzan Liberty, and would bo 
thoight the great Patrons of it.;" do by their endleſs 
ſcruples about. Indiflerentthings, and.retuſing to, Obey 
Authority.) in-fhch- matters, .: in all appearance} take 
the: mot Effefuall Courſe ito deſtroy. all Chriftzan Li- 
terty,un the: true Notion-bf it;:and to bring tins Reli- 
gion that ſhall conſiſt, of: Touch wot, Taft not, 
nat.;.and ſuch other-Uricommanded things. / 
.» Stxthly,. and haftly,.(-.to name. no more inftances-) 
All: tho: that can Communicate - Qccaftenally with us; 
in our Prayers and Sacraments: » As-for-inflance, thoſe 
| | | that 
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that when they have a turn to beſerved, when there 
is an Office or ſome fuch thing in the Caſe ; can come 
to Church, and receive the Communion, but at other 
times they do not afford us their: Preſence : Theſe are 
alſo excluded from pretending to Conſcience, for their 
not conſtantly joyning in Communion withus. For if 
indeed they did believe, it was a Sin in them to joyn 
with us-in our Prayers. and Sacraments ; with what 
Conſcience dare they do it-at all > They ought not for 
any worldly good, to venture: upon ſuch an Attion as 
they do believe to be forbidden byGods Laws ; But if 
they do not believe that to joyn in ourCommunion is 4 
Sinful thing, ( as [ dare ſay none of theſe Perſons do ) 
then I will be bold to make the Inference ; that it can« 
not be-more againſt their Conſcience. to.do it Thrice, 
_ to do it Once ;' and do it corſtantly than. to dovir 
hrice. | | ; j 

But let us keave the falſe Pretenders -to Conſcience ; - 
and come to the 'Caſe of thoſe who can juſtly Plead 
Conſcience for their Separation ; or that cantrulyfay it 
is againſt their Conſcience to joyn in our Communion. 
Of this ſort are all fuch, and none but ſuch, as do 
teally believe that. our Communion is unlawful, or thar 
they cannot Communicate with us 'without Sin, .as I 
have beforeproved. ' 7 ©! 
As for thoſe that-only doubt of the Lawfulneſs of 
our Communion, but are not-perſwaded that it is un- 
lawful; Ido not here conſider them; becauſe they can- 
not fay that it-is. againſt: their Conſcience to Communis- 
cate with us;' any 'more "than "they ''can fay, that 
they are bound in Conſcience to Communicate with us ; 
For they are uncertain as to'both theſe. things, and are 
not determined either'' way. But - however” be- 
cauſe theſe men may juſtly. Plead Conſcience upon this 
Account ; that they elunk it is a Sin to joyn' with -n 
. o 


ſo logg as they doubt. of the Lawſulngh of our Com- 
munion : I ſhall. cotiſider their Caſe afterwards in a 
particular Diſcourſe upon that Argument, EE 
** Thoſe that I am now concerned with, are ſuch, as 
do- believe, ' or are 'perfwaded', that there'is ſome 
thing in' our 'Wotſhip which they cannot coniply with 
without Sinning againſt , God. i | 
"And my buſinels is to.Examine whether ſuch a Belief 
or Perſwaſion of the Znlinfulgeſs .of our Communion will 
juſtiffe any Mans Separation from us ? Or how far it will 
do it ? And what is to be done by ſuch Perſons, in order, 
either to their Communicating, or not Communicating, with 


” 


us, . with a ſafe Conſcience ? This is our. ſecond Point, 
and T apply my felf to it. 5 SS CS 

' There'are a great many among us, that would with 
all ' their* Hearts ( as. they ſay ) Obey the Laws of 
the Church,and joyn in our Worſhip and Sacraments ; 
but they are really. perſwaded that they cannct do it 
withput Sin: For there are ſome things required of 
them as Conditions of. Communicating with us, which 
are Forbidden by rhe Laws of God. | 


"As for Inſtance, it is againſt the Commands of 
Chriſt to appoint, or to uſe any thing in the Wethiip 
For 

D 


e 


of 'Gbd, 'which God himfelf hath not. appointed. * 
this is'to' add to the word of God, and to' 7each for” Do- 
#rines the Commandments and Traditions of, Men. , 
It is againſt the Commands of Jeſus Chriſtto Stine 
the Spirit in Prayer ; which all thoſe that uſe, a Form 
of Prayer, muſt neceſſarily do, oo 
"Tt is againſt the Commands'of Jeſus Chriſ? to ale a- 
ny Significant. Ceremony. in Religion : As for. Inſtance, 
the Croſs in Baptiſm, for that is to ,make new Sacra- 
ments. Ro EE Ronen 
- " It is againft the Cominands'vf hs Chrift.to kneel 
at the Lords Sapper, for that is. 
i138 \ | £ th ab 5201 
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our Saviours Fxamp ie in his Yaſtitution-&f that Sacra. 
ment, and Savours dſites of "Popiſh Idolatry. 

Since there ore there afe theſe Sinful things i 
Worſhip; | Y Thoſe roo impoſed as |Terms of; | 
murnion ; ho can we blame them, if they” with 
theinſelves fro us 2- Would we-have them joy with 
us. in theſe Practices which they verily believe to be 
Sins'?. Where then *) "was their . Conſcience ? 2. They 
eight perhaps by this means ſhew how much they 
were the Servants 7 "Men: But what would become of 
their Fiddity to Jeſus Chriſt. 

Mes now fhall ' we fay to this? They themſelves 

To wat farisf'd with their, own doings in theſe 
=. ark that they do not think the are inthe beaſt to 
be blamed for refu uſing us their Co jor, ſo Jooges 
things ſtand thus with them. They are ſure they here- 
in follow their own Conſcience ; and therefore FHR6y 
cannot doubt but they are in a-fafe Condition; 
| ay, juſtifie their Proceedings. to God od,. andeo at the 
/ World ; let us'fay what we ple ETFS Oo 
This is the Caſe. Now nn i Anfiver to it, we. muſt 
"grant them. theſe two things 
Firſt of all, that if in Y 
Ii agrient 3 ; and thoſe : rop T 
gainſt -11.. our Oc really _U 
Forbidden by Jeſus Thrift nary then they are not at all 
be blamed tor their not Communicating withh us. . Te ” 
In that Caſe, Separation. is Dot. a S;u but, a. Duty 5. Me 
EE Jor. ever: bound. 19,0 Oey God: rather. has 


And Secondly, ſuppoſing they be miſtaken in their 
try rment, and think that to be unlawful, and Forr 
1 by. whach js nap. really, ſo.s, Yet. ſo 
this perſwa Fon cortanues; @ wghur bes falſEone 
tink they cannot without $injoyn in our C Cas 


= 
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For even/an Erroneous Conſcience ( as we have ſhew- 

ad ) binds / thus far, «that a Man cannot without. Sin 
AR -1n ContradiQtion to it;/ ..'Fheſe two things I fay: 
—_— grant them, and let them make the beſt advantage: 


Bur athin this is ;the point we and upon, and which 
if:ic þexrue; will render: this whole Plea :ior Noncon- 
farmity upoi'-account of Confcience, as 1 have now o-- 
pened: it; wholly: inſuſficfent, iz. If it ſhould prove: 
that our Difſeaters are miſtaken in_ their Judgment ; 
and ther our Governours do indeed require - nothing of 
them'in Nc ek cn—_ _ = what 

on C without breac Gods E 
= wunf not acqui chan EniinboingGathyas: 
Sin before Got in wikewnſcg from : our Communt- 
" onz to-fay., that theF really believed. our Communion 
to be untawful ; and upon thas Accoubtthey durſt nor 
joya with us. | 

| r4snor my Phoviaioo tir to. Anon all their Ob- 

againſt our Forms of Prayer; our Ceremonies, 

our Orders and Ryles, in Adminifirmg Syrvaments ;' 
and .orher things, hat "concern our Communion 7: This 
hath been done 4 > times ;/and-of Late iby ſeveral 
Perfons which have treated of. albthele particular aat- 
ters; and who have ſhewed with great: c and 
ſirength, that there is nothing'required. in our Church 
Ap tments, 2which is in-the:leaſk moondifleat with} 
or Forkudden by any: Law of feſar Chit ti Bot en the 
danerary, the Eſtbliftiments' off our” Chuneh;.are for! 
Gravity, Boney h Purity, 'and_ agreeablenefs with rhis 
— ; Sa & Coon and\the 


Except any: Chan FEIons I 
preps rrrogrontey 3198 2915 


- Theſe choad fove Since not exvith \bobthis.is 
wes Mad Tem ERC "I Whether, fuppoſing it\be 


every 
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every Mans Duty to joyn' in Communion with- the 
' Eſtabliſhed -Church 5 and there be nothing required in; 
that ' Communion,. but. whar « -may. be Lawtully PraQti- 
ſed? Ifay, ſuppoſing: theſe two things ;:: whether, 'it- 
will be ſuificient ro acquit any Man from Sin, that 
withdraws from that (communion, upon:this Account, 
that through his. miſtake,:he believes he cannot Jjoyn 
_ with-us without Sin ?::Or thus, whether will any mans! 
perſwalion that there are Sinful'Terms: requirediin-our; 
_ Communion {({ when : yet there are- not: mo Jaſtifie 
his Separation from us. 
This is the general Queſtion truly: pur ; 3 And this 
I give as the Anſwer to:it: That in general-ſpeaking a. 
Mans Ertoneous Perſwaſiondoth not dive the Obli- 
gation of Gods Law, or juthifie any Mans Tranſgreſ-. 
{10n of | his Duty. So that if Gods Law doth Com-: 
mand. me tohold Communion with the Church where: 
I have no juſt cauſe to .break it -. And I have'no juſt 
caiiſe to break iit/ in' this particular -Caſe, but- only I 
think T:have :My miſperſwaſion in this mitter doth 
not. diſcharge; _ from' ty Obligation: to keep the 
Communion, of : the -Church ; or acquit me from Sin 
before God if I break it; - +: | 
The Truth and- Reaſon:of this I have fully ſhewred 
before, in-what Thave ſaid about the Authority of Con-- 
ſcience. TI ſhall now only by way of further Confirma- 
tion ask this tion : Was —_ guilty of :Sin or 
B09, :When! he:Þ ted the Chriſtians j verily. 
perſwadedin his own mind:thathie ought ſaito,do, and 
that he Sinned if he did not ? If any will ſay that St. 
Paal did not Sinin this, becauſe he did but 'A& accord- 
ing to: his Conſaence. 3 they contradi&t hisown ex-! 
preſs words. For he acknowlddgeth ;himielf-tb be: 
the greateſs of Sinners, and that for this very teaſori #c- 
eauſe he perſecuted thi! Church C4 Chriſti, 1f they = 
| that 


RC I 
that he did Sin in doing this : Then they muſt at the 
fame time 'acknowledg, that a Mans perſwaſion that a 
thing is. a Duty,. wilt. not excuſe, him from guilt* in, 
practiſing it ; if really. and indeed it be againſt Gods 
Law :Andon the other {ide,by the fame reaſon, thar a. 
| Mans perſwaſion that a thing is unlawful, will nor 
excuſe. him from. guilt in not. Practiſing it ; it indeed 
Gods Law hath made it a Duty... :; :.... 
. . So that it infinitely concerns all our Diſenting Bre- 
thren to -conſider very well what they Go, 
when they. withdraw. from . our Communion. 
Schiſm undoubtedly is a great and crying Sin. ... A Sin, 

ainſt which, there are as. many, hard things faid. in 
the Diſcourſes: of our Lord and his Apoſtles ; and in 
the Writings of the Ancient. Chriſtians ;-as againſt  g- 
ny other Sin whatſaeyer. . - And therefore let thoſe that 
forſake our Communion ,;and ſet up,or joyn with: other 
Aſembles in Oppoſition t9,ours: I fay, let them look 
to it that they. be. not. involved in the Guilt of this 
dreadful Sin. "They- muſt be ſure rhat their Separation 
proceeds upon good grounds, . if they would free them- 
ſelves from the: imputation of it. It is not always &+ 
nough to excuſe-them ; that they do, believe there are 
Sinful ' Conditions impoſed in our Communion, and 
FOnieOguemery it is their Duty to withdraw. For-unleſs 
the thing be fo indeed ; their believing ſo will not 
cancel their Obligation to our Church Communion ; 
or make it ceaſe to be Schiſm to withdraw themſelves 
from 4t. , Bea 

This may perhaps at the firſt hearing ſeem-very. 
ſtrange DoQtrine to many, byt yet it _is- triie for all 
that ; and, will, appear a. little more Evident, if we put 
the Caſe, in. another inſtance,” wherein we are nor-16 
nearly comernes..”., -ij.-. ot oats it 1 

Here is. one of the Roman-Eatholick perſyalion, 

| as 
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(cas they call ir, ) that hath been trained up in Pope. 
oy 3 and heartily believes it to be true Religion,” and 
the Only one, wherein Salvation '1s to-- be-had 3 and 
_ ry — ” the Laws =» amo of 
that Church, doth pay Religious Worſhip to Images ; 
doth pray 'to Sairies uu Angels ; doth give Divins As 
doration to the Confecrated Bread ini the Sacrament ; 
as really believing it to be turned into- the Body of 
_ to which Bs Soul, and Deity 15 perſonally U. 
nited. | LS 

Ts now ſuch a Perſon as this Guilty of Idolatry in 
theſe Praftices or is he not ? He doth verily believe 
that he is nor. He would abhor thefe Pratices, if he 
did in the leaſt believe, that God had Forbid them as 
Idolatrous. Nay he is'fo far from believing that they 
are Forbid, that on the contrary he hath been taught 
to believe that rhey are neceſſary Duties ; and he can- 
not be a. good Catholick, unleſs: he thus Worſhip Ima- 
ges, and Saints, and the Bread of the Hoſt. Well, 
now the point is, Whether fuch a-Man, believing as he 
doth, be upon that Account acquitted from the- Sin of 
Idolatry, ? We all grant, that if he” had ſuch *char 
Information abour theſe things as we Proteſtants have; 
he would certainly be an dolater if he ſhouſd conti- 
tinue in theſe Praftices : But whether his belief, and 
Opinion, and perſwaſion concetning theſe things, do 
not excuſe him ; and make that -ceafe to be Jlerry 
that would ofh& wiſe be fo ; This I'fay is the queſti6n, 
But yet none of us make any great queſtion of it. For 
we do charge the Papifts indiſcruminately, with Ido- 
latry in thor Worſhip; notwithſtanding their diſchim- 
jog i ; notwithſtanding their” Profeſſion "to: Worſhip 

od, no otherwiſe that! accoftling to His'own WHl'; 
notwithſtanding they do really take themiclves Obli- 
ped in Confcictice to give Divine Worſhip to — _ 

crate 
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fecrated Elkemettts, and thoſe other Objedts?': And' we 
charge them: rightly in; this. For if_ it be realy Idola- 
try by Gods word, todo theſe things ; then it will be 
Kolarry in any Man to do them, let his Opinion a- 
bout them be what it Will. A Mans Ignorance; of 
miſtake, or. falſe Opinion derh not alter the nature' of 
| things ; it can neither make that ceaſe to be a Duty, - 
which God hath Commanded, nor that ceaſe to bea Sin 
which God hath Forbidden. Alt that it will do; is, 
that according to the Nature and Circumſtances of 'it; 
* may more or leſs Extenuate the Tranfgreflion that is 
committed npon the Account thereof. 
And the Cafe is jiſt the fame in the matter before 
ns. For any Man to withdraw his Communion frotrt 
that Church, with which he: ought, "and with which 
he may Lawfilly Communicate ; Thar' is as properly 
the Sin 'of Schifon as it is the Sin of Molarry to give 
Divine Worſhip to that which is not God. - For any 
Man, therefore, to break the Unity of. the Church; 
though . it be upon' this - very Aceount,! that - he'doth 
believe it 1s: his Duty fo 'to do; or that he caringe 
Communicate with. that Chureh wxhout - Sin : Vet-if 
this perſwaſion of his be falſe, and Erroneous ; heis ng- 
fefs a: Schiſmatich for a1 this ; than the other Man is. 
an 1dolater that thirtks it his Dury to adore TImapes, 
and thofe other utndiue Objetts of Divine Worlhip- 
nong the  Romarifts: It is true, the Mans Igno- 
rance or Mifperſwaſton will according zo rhe greater or 
fs Calpubility of it 5 more or - leſs. excuſe the Mans 
Perſon before God, as i 'dotls in the other Caſs. 
Dur'it cannot in the leaſt make that which. God hath 
made-tobe $Schiſm to-be no Schiſm ; no more than in: 
the other-Cafe, it makes that to be no Zdolatry which 
Gods word-hath declated-t6 be-Molatry, 1 09 
- Well now admitting all this ; here comes the pinch. 
of the thing. It will be. ſaid, What, would: you _ a 
al 
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Mag.do in this: C3(e2 He-cannot confexm with a fafg 
Conſcience; and yet he is a Tranſgreſſor if he. donor. 
It he comply: againſt his Conſcience, you grant he is 
guilty : of Sin! in-;ſo doing.:' If, he doth not Comply ; 
then)-you fay” heis/ a Schiſmarick z and 1o 15a Sinner 
upon: that Account. Why -to. this I fay, that 'both 
theſe things are often true ; and here is that Dilemma, 
which Men by Suffering their minds to be abuſed 
with Evil. Principles, and; Perfwaſtons,. do frequently. 
run; themſelves into. -'They are reduced ' to that Ex- 
trenuty/ that they.can neither Act, nor forbear AQting : 
They can neither Obey, nor Diſobey without Sin. 

-- But what is. to be done in this Caſe ? I know no- 
thing but this : That all Imaginable Care. is tobe ta- 
ken'that- the Error-and-falſe Principles . which | miſled 
the Man be depoſed ; and that his Judgment be. better 
informed ; and. then he may both do his Duty which 
Gods Law requireth of him, and avoid Sinning againſt 
his-Canifrience, } 0 =((3 Sed ot ood nels 
;' But how-is this tobe done? Why. no other way, but 
by: uſing Conſcientiouſly;all thoſe means which com- 
mon /Prudence will Recommend to a Man, for the 
gaining Inſtrudtion and- Information to himſelf about 
any. /point' that i he deſires Chrongh'y to underſtand 
'That 15'to - ſay, Freeing his Mind from all Pride, and 
Paſſion, and Intereſt, and-all other carnal Prepoſlef- 
ſions ; and applying himſelf: ſeriouſly and impartially 
£0 the getting right Notions and Sentiments about lus 
Duty. in theſe matters : -Conſidering without prejudice | 
whax can. be ſaid on; both fſides,: Calling, in theheft af 
ſiſtance of the ableſt 'and wiſeſt Men that. he,can come 
by ::: And above all things. ſeriouſly endeavouring to 
underſtand>the Nature and Spirit of the Chriſtian Relis 
g10n; and to prattice all; that he-is undoubtedly con» 
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.vinced to be his Duty : Andfor the mattersin queſt> 
on, / molt «earneſtly mploring; the Aſſiſtance of Gods 
Spirit-to-gadeand'direct him. | | 
+: 'Wel; buri ſuppoſing.a: Man has endeavoured to in- 
form his Judgment as well as he can, and hath uſed 
all thoſe Prudent means that were in his Power, to fa- 
© tisfie himſelf ofthe Lawfulneſs of our Communion ; But 
yet after all, he is of the ſame perſwaſion that he was, 
vizz That he'cannot joyn in our Worſhip without Sin : 
what will we ſay'to ſuch a Man as this 2 Will we ſtill 
ſay that this Man mulit either Contorm,though againſt 
his -Conſcience ; or he is a Schiſmatick before God ? 
This is the great difficulty, andI have two things to 
fay to it. FE: | | 
[n the firſt place, we do heartily wiſh that this was 
the Caſe of all, or of the. moſt of our Diſfenters, 
Cu that they had done what they can, to fatisfie 
emſelves about '-our Communion. ) For if it was; 
I do verily perſwade my ſelf that there would preſent» 
ly bean end of all thoſe:much to be lamented Schiſms, 
and Divifens, which do now give fo much Scangal to 
all good Men , and threaten the Ruin of our Reformed . 
Religion 3 And 'this-poor Church of Ergland, which 
hath fo leng Laboured and Groaned, under the furious 
Attacques that have been made upon her, by .Enemies 
without, -and: Enemies within her own Bowels, would 
im a-littletime, be perfedly ſet free from all apprehen- 
ſion of : Danger, at the leaſt from the one ſort. of her, 
Adverſaries. - to ano ole anabing 2x13c01 
.; Tf allour Brethren: of the Separation would moſt 
feriouſly follow after the things that make for Peace, and 
walk by the ſame Rule as far as they were able, and in 
things where they were otherwiſe minded, would Religi- 
ouſly. apply themſelves: to: God tor diretion.;z and tor 
the -uſe of Prudent means for SatisfaQtion:: I doubt 
| a 5:7 746/57 
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2mongusz and we rw van more of any Div+- 
fioh or S:hiſmin our Natzon,: that was cither dangerons 
to the 'Chaurch, or to the Sabvation'of the Men that 
were concerned -in :it;.. He 2 
Bnt alas, we fear we have too great reaſon to lay, - 
tint. the generality of our Daſtenting Þ n, &ven 
thofeof them that Plead Coalciencefor their Separation; 
have not done'their Daty in this matter; have uot hear- 
rily endeavoured co fatific theirMimds about the Laws 
fulocs of Conformity in thoſe Points wiuch they ſtick ar. 
If they had ; one would think tha after all 'their* 
endeavours they ſhould, before they pronounced -Con- 
formity to ——_—_ _ to —_ —_— 
plain Texrof Scripturefor the proving it ſo,either in the” 
whole or in any Eccof it; burchiathey are not-abſec to 
do. 'They do'1 produce ſome Texts of. Scripture 
which they think.do make for them 2 But really they 
are ſuch, that if they had 'not ſupinely taken up 
thelr meaning upon truſt 3 but would have beenat the 
ins of - carefully examining ; them; ave uſing ſuch - 
Ips as they have every where at hand for the under- 
ſtanding them - It would have been ſomewhat difficulr 
for them,to have expounded thoſe Texts in fucha fnſe 
as. would infer theanlawfulnes: of 'our Communion, 
" +, Bur further {\ fay, it is not probable that” the penery= - 
liry of our Diſfenters, who-condemn our Communion - 
asunlawtul, have ever anxiouſly applied themfelves 
to the conſidering. the- Point, or gaining SatisfaQion | 
abour it ; becauſe they do not ſeem to have nach con- 
ſulted rheir own Teachers in this affair, . and+ mnch kf | 
thoſe of -our way. If they had, they would have 
been difpofed to-think better of our- Communion ; 
than they do : For not romention wharthe Charchmen 
do teach Gcpreſs in this matter; the-moſt Eminent of 
their own Miniſters, are ready thus farto-give their Te- 
; ſtimony 
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fiimony to our Contmunion. That there is nothir 
copiratinic, burwhars Lor-Peſos may Honeſt end 
Lawfaily comply wirh;r cre e tings 
mconvenient, and. which they with wine amended. 
Nay they themfetves are ready upon occaſion to afford 
us their Company,in aff the inftances of Lay-Commurnioz. 
© ButTdefire not to enfarge upon this Argument, be- 
cauſe it is an Tavidious one. fy thar I fay 1s, that we 
wifh.it, was not too a t by many Evidences, that 
.moft of thoſe who ſeparate from us, are fofar from 
having done alt they can ta bring themſetves to a com- 
plyance with our Church Conſtitutions; that. rhey 
tave ..done little or nothing at alf towards: it -- But 
tavetaken up their Opinions,. hand overhead, without 
muck thinking or eoquiring;; and having once taker |. 
'up an Opinion, they adhere to-it, withonr ſcarce ſo 
mueh as onee thinking, thay it.is poffible: for ther tor 


x 


be ite ehe wrong.  **© VG oh 
"If You tpeale of a Man that may with reaſon be faic 
to have done; hisendezvour to farisfie himſcff” about vhe 
Points of his Duty in this -matter : Give us fack a 
one ; 42s hath no end, no intereft ro ferve by his Refi- 
gjon, but only to Pfeaſt God, and" to go to Heaverr ; 
and who iv the ehvice of the way that leads'thifher 
bath the es yrogas of pdrhagtge' Th - isa 
- one, whether his way light on the: right Hana, or 
x he beft; being anly eoneerned that it be'the way” 
whicl.ſeads to, his Journeys end. OO © Eo 
"Give us a Man, that lets MT ns 
you pleaſe, in the Speculative Diſputes, -and-Contro- 
Necks of Religion : Bur yet is wonderfully Soficitots 
aboutthe Pradtice of his Duty ; and therefore wil-re-" 
fuſe-no. pains or troublt that may give hum right un- 
drſtanding of that. = 
Give us-a Man, that in the” mid} of the preart 
Heats, and Diviſions, and different Communions . ef 
| FI a. _the : 
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the Church 5 is.yet modeſt, and humble, and dacible, 
That believes he may be miſtaken, and that his private 
Eriends may be mitaken too, and-bath ſuch an Eſteem 
and Reverence .for the. Wifdom of his Governours in 
Church or. State ;, as. to admut that it is probable they: 
may. ſee farther into' matters. of State and Religion, 
than he doth : And . that therefore every Tenent, and 
Opinion that was. .inþibed m-his Education ; that was 
mails by. private. Men of his acquaintance; , or that 
 Waseſpouled. upon'a very few thoughts,. and little Con- 

. ſideration ; ought not to be ſo: (tifly maintained. ; as 
. t9.,.control, or. ro be ſet. in Oppoſition to. the Publick, 
Eiiablihmetts of . Authority. Th. 


. Laflly, -give.us a Man,that where the Publick Laws - 


- do run counter to his, private Seritiments'; and he is 


a 
for. themſelves ;,.and he '1s, as willing to. read a Bock: 
which.is writ againit his Opinion, as one that delends. 
it : Ina word. 1t he be prejudiced, or biaſſed any way ; 
it is on the: (ide of Authority ;, being. rather deſirous 
to ind himſelf miſtaken, and ” his Governours, in the 
Right ;.than-+humſelf.. in the: Right; and; his Gover- 
nours .mittaken. I ſay ſhew -us ſuch a; Man as this ; 
and. we readily grant, 'you have: produced a Perſon, 
that:darh Melee wie his endeavours to fatisfie him- 
ſelf, 2Lout the Lawfulnsſs, of ,our , Communion. "But, 
then we" mul? fay this alſo ; that as the. Caſe Nands be. 
tween the: Church, of. England, and the Diſſenters ; 
FF OT IO 7 we 
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we can hardly believe, that ſuch a. Man will long. cori-. 
tinue in, Separation . from. the . Church; but will, ina 
little time . Bain the. Sa | not only 


that he W Jo Fe fE ig, ory 
os tar be ny Lady , "th 


But Iet.us admit,” that aMan- may have endeavour- 
ed tg Inform. his J udgment as well as he can ; and yet 


beſo far from being. conyinced-that it 1s his Duty to' 


joyn with.,us ift;our. Worſhip ; that hes {ll of O- 
pinion that it 'is his Duty to -eparate from us : What 
will we lay of ſucha Man > Wl we itll brand him 
for a. Schiſmatick, notwirhſtanding, he hath done all he 
can, to bring hinwelf. over to us ; but” cannot ? 


"To this: lanſwer, in, the. ſecond. Place, according to. 


the, Principles I have before, laid down, that if ſuch a 
Caſe do evey, happen; though the Man'caitiot be ex- 
cuſcd, from. , Schiſm”,. a5 to the matrer of it'( becauſe 


wherever there,js. ar- Actual Separation from a Church, 


with which we ought, and with which we may, , 'Law- 
| fully Communicate ; there is an AQtual Schiſm Come 
menced ; let the -pretence for rhe Separation be what 
it will ; ” yet I truſt he ſhall not, be charged before 


God, ;with the. Formal Loo of the Schiſm ; .any farther 


than the. Error that le 
his own fault. 

Though. Schiſm in” it ſelf (a5 we fave ſaid) be a 

t Sin,.;, yet, we. do not fay. that, all thoſe who are 


Fey the fame: Schiſm, ,; are equally Guilty before 


tim 1 into it, Was contradted by 


Tn the firſt place, thoſe that ſeparate from the Church, 


to.ſerve any. private ſecular turn'; theſe are moſt hor- 

Dk guilty of Schiſm , and there'i is nothing to be ſaid 
Ur. excuſe. 

hs Th” nnd Place, thoſe who ſeparate from. the 

—— — miſperſwaſions, and —_ of 

_— 
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Tu _. "which they they gromdichiy, end footihſy 
2 ; and os. have avaided ; and would Fi 
ttt vlighy inthemnifetves; f they were” 
fo Careful, and- ” Conkentious\ .abont their Duty ay 
the ought to be, ; Theſe. Men, have' indeed far,more 
to fay for themſelves, than rhe former; bur yet they are 
| blameable, and are bound ay Love their 
Sou, to. take more Care of toforming thetrr, Conſci- 
ence  aright.; that fo thay apay kave Ne the Sin they are 


e 

ah: Thirdly, thofe that ſeparate from the Church, 
of God, becaufe they know no hetter, nor never had 
means to know thay: Qr tjhwſe that have fincerely 
endeavoured to underſtand they Duty 7s much as Sola 

be expected from one in their urnſtances ; 

through weaknefs of underftanding, or want of « 
portunity, light into Paths :' Ina word, thoſe 
- hat gte unhapp engaged, it! Erot "But God Al. 
whe Elec k the Hearts, knowetH. - tht it is. 


FE: a hrough che Faylt of their Walk, tyir the misfor- 
rune of their Circumſtances : tfay,ift there be any. Man: 
ainong, us-that.is in' this Cyndition', thqugh he he a; 
Sthiſmatich Materially, id he he i Tondcrl \ at tealt;Prts 


erably ib. And if from blame. inthe nl 
ther paxts 'of his _—_ xy may be a. gi 
for all; that> And Gat Almight we kepe wha Jad 
eth. of Men by their inward. ge ed one not i 
their ourward rcamfianees'; will pate thi rSolisf 
( which, ig others perhaps is awilfu! Crime.) to: 
Man, no oth xv; the then asa pure Sz of "Zane 
which, ſhalf-nat CT apca 4 ner Repentakice for. alf 
Sins knows and unknown, Y be accounted! for at the. 
af: cax. Eſpecially if thys 7 Rep miftaken Man 
we ſpeak of, do to the other tacities of his Life, 


adds diligear Cate in rheſd four following Points. _. 
Bir 
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| Fir, = _— = r—_ and Perivmiacions itt 
way, mind readily prepared 
atid ——— 0 receive any} Convidion, which God: 
or” adly "ckar yy nn rye he 
ecohdly, That he ate- ne # 
Church, of- which he'ought tb be a Member, than he 
_ keods. muſt ; but do. chearfully _— with che Pub= 
hok Laws, and Efabliſhmeats thaſe Inſtances, 
where tie-Is Sutin he ay _ ey do: with a fofe Conſe, 
ence. . -,. 
| - Thindly, thae white be camicr ajve adbive Obedi- 
ence to the Laws; he do ih 'thoke Joſtances Patoentig, 
ant! Chriſtazty,- fabmir. to the Penalties, which thass” 
Laws infift:: Neither exclaiming-againdt :his Gover=' 
pours, or the Magiftrumes, 2sPerfeciitors'; for:enadts 
mg; or Execating - thoſe Laws:: Nor uſmgany induc;-- 
Ms. purer. mg rr : Buc' 
ving himmſfdlf as a quiet and -peaorable 
_— to: my eyes ens he lives oder. - 
And  Fourthly, =y Rr he ſhiny chiniſedf OY 
AS WEILAUS.Q Saget ; in avoideng,.- 
wn and 'bitter Cenfures: of thoſe that Uiffer un 
ons Frieadlinrls, ey Chariy w——_— 
Humanity; a tokll his 
Fellow Qbrifttans. | ': .- 
' - Whoſoever I fay; of our Brethres, of the Separs- - 
tion make gbod theſe Points: 'That is to fay;are in the 
firſt place, very fincere in-their endeavours, toinforttt © 
their Conſcieave right in the marter"of our -Commus | 
non: Andiw'the next place, when: they carinot Satiz=”” | 
fie their Conſcience” about our way 3 dv:yetin*their * 
Difſent' from us, Obſerve the four Particulars'T have : 
row natned : £ ſhould be loch for my part to Cenfure 
them eirher as it Mey, or ill Sadjeits, of Mi Chriftzans. 
But then all that Phave ſaid 3n this matter, doth no 


more * 


more juſtifie the: Sin of Schiſm; or Extenuats the: liai- 
noaſneſsiof it in-its own Nature; Than it would ſerve 
to- Juſtifie-/ or Extenuate the: Sm ot: Idolatry- z:if alk 
that I have! now. faid; was'applicd ro the: 'Caſerot: an 
Igriorant; well: meaning, devout” Papiſt.i' Fdt1:do' ve- 
rely: believe that what] have 'now repreſented by way 
of - Apology for an: innocent 'muſtaken-Separatift ;. will 
bold' true, mutatis mutandis; inthe Calc vf,.a.deluded 
Rowanit; whois ineincubly; and! without/any:tault . of 
his, intangled in the Practice of their dolatries. But 
T believe forall that, the Sin'of {dolatry'is in _it ſelf a 
moſtgrievous Sin, and ſoil believe is: the Sin-of Srhiſmr 
. and therefote,.notwithſtanding_ all that may be ſaud:;3 
eoncerningithe | Innogence,,'-an Excuſeableneſs:of ſome 
Mens: miftakes'abour - theſe matters 35! yet nevertheleſs; 
it infinitely concerns : every Perſon, to: havee care 
how:he be engaged, either inthe one; or the other. . 
_  To:<ometo a cqnclufion, that :which:I would moſt 
feriouſly preſs fam what hath-been-ſaid'is:this. - It ap- 
pears froarthe foregoing |Diſcourſe,” how: abſolutely 
mar tis ; that-.every Man ſhould endeavour- to 
inform-his:Judgment-aright in the;matters:that. offend 
his Conſcience; ;before::he: withdraw his: Obedience 
from[his:Luwfol: Governours/:and7 his :Communion 
from thoſe that Worſhip God in Publick wnder thein.! 
It appears likewiſe that! it:is:- not enough: to: juſtifie a 
Mans: Separation; that this or the -other og our 
Worſhip,. is really againit his: Conſcience ;-for he ;may 
bez great Sinner: notwithtianding : that, - for Jeaving 
eur Aſſemblies; if 1it fhould proveat: laſbthat lie ts:n1- 
evinkisWNotions: © > to inning} woes 


- /What therefore ſhould every Diſlenter amoog us do, 
that hath: any; regard to his . Duty, and would pre- 
ervea good Conſcience? I fay, whit is there that 
ore concerns. him to:do?:.than'preſently:to ſet _ 
T the 


= ons JE 
F -txrne-'1 Þo1gts 
_ -. Where he is now ing of hue Judwwon s for nt mr gelats 
| Jive iagrievpus ih: all th>-tino-be;Separates from 
BS !- 


And chereſeve, levno Many thas Lines Gut of-cur 
Eomringion; -ariske chimbelf with: ſack glows pres 
tonges' as. theſe\z: That 23! ell-ahe | a/s\9f 
.Beligionil the: qmatiets of Fiith:and Get Ifey-they 
do / with ibs. ; arid thatas- for: tha: athbr matters 
which: concan Ceremonies: amt "Diſcyplidie x theſe are 
Naxo;] Controverted: Points:3 Poings :Sifputedprocand 

 fradral3 amongſt>rhe';/Divineso 3 Ando flhtvglove -whyr 

; _cey-frouble their: Headsabowd! - May (per- 

-haps if they; thonkd; ehey: have: nether * role 
ntcſkd has. _—_ Fel 

It-muſt be £ Toole T. 

x mn 5: nothmjz tot thaw purpoſe;: 1-5 very well, 
ex:in the: Ride oli! Faithiardlapneris, 5 
end-ioavignid beilppy: if all the Chriſtian: World: cid 
fo: tod:: :Bur-RilSehdmisiadreadful Sitv/ Ambe: Man 
 mafr-as ocrgnbs; >witheat: Reperitince bb dataned for 


thagnagofdr being: lar Finch Quang: 2 
IRhitapds dow; / in hiv Vinarirac yard Taen;: the 
-GbriſtianFarhets rhoughtfa; >c:iv/b 1: 


Te is wh kdewiſe; thavrhe: tndndodf Charch Gwromer 


A Ditephor ancroahet Poige of Fothehuftical Cons 


filrminy, 5:2 708 ter ob[Diſpute; {1 andy 
up>7/Butrwhobis iv tha©.madeds @70T3t hatch 


_ Eox/2rd workibatcidogbe) woild have breaiveryſwvell 
Peated, if vhere had ber. no dyſt railed, amaiput.or. . 
concent ions. minied'\ in-theſe. matters 3; 

Member woutd:hove'>done his Duty: heacezbly, and 
quierly-iln bis /Seatioms TOr That} #.any; 'Contwoverſy 
A——_— 3*ir" "ſhould rrp mms. emodg pm 


